
March 14, 2026 MCLA Department Membership Meeting: 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by President Rivera, the Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag, and the meeting was called to order according to ritual. 

MCL Commandant Victoria McCoy:
Commandant McCoy read a letter from Align Pregnancy Services in Lebanon County thanking us for our donations collected at the October meeting. Commandant McCoy then spoke on the Convention Book Ad Forms which are located on the MCL Department website. For the first time we are inviting sponsors to participate by placing an ad and asking them if they would like to set up a table at the convention. A gold sponsor will be guaranteed a spot for their table, if there are spots remaining, they will go to silver sponsors and then to bronze sponsors. This is a fund raiser for your Unit as well as the league. If you get someone to sponsor a half page ad your unit will get $45, if you get a full-page ad your Unit will get $75, if you get a bronze, silver or gold sponsor your Unit will get $75. 

Currently breakfast is not free, Commandant MCoy stated she is working very hard on making a free breakfast happen, the revenue from the sponsorships will hopefully help to offset the breakfast and possibly the lunches. The more support we can get from sponsors and ads the less money will need to come from our members.

Commandant McCoy again thanked us for our support. and for all that we do.

Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Faith Hartman

Introductions of Guests in Attendance:
Past National President – PNP Linda Chamberlain
Past Northeast Division Vice President – PNP Ruth Moyse
Northeast Division Vice President – SVP PDP Karen Mastriania

Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PNEDVP PDP Tracey Killinger, PNP Ruth Moyse, PNP Linda Chamberlain, PDP Teena Foster, NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania 

Filling of Vacant Chairs:
Captain of the Guard – Filled by JVP Faith Hartman

Roll Call of Officers, and Units:
Roll call was taken. 





Reading of the January 2026 Minutes: 
The minutes of the 2026 January meeting were not read as they were emailed out to everyone. President Rivera asked if there were any omissions., corrections or additions. There being no omissions, corrections or additions, a motion to accept the minutes as 
sent out was made by PNEDVP PDP Tracey Killinger and seconded by PDP Teena Foster. There being no discussion. The Motion PASSED.

Officers Reports (written or oral): 
President Rivera read her report. Following her report, SVP NEDV PDP Karen Mastriania made a motion to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow and that were submitted into record. The motion was seconded by PNP Ruth Moyse. The Motion PASSED. 

SVP Report. SVP NEDV PDP Mastriania’s report was on the table. 

Central District Vice: DCV Pam Beaver indicated she had nothing to report at this time.

Unit Reports:
Unit reports were received from:
All Divisions
General Smedley D. Butler
Keystone Headquarters
Lancaster County – verbal report given
Landis-McCleaf
Northeastern
Susquehanna Valley 
Upper Darby – verbal report given

Bills Presented:  
Treasurer – PNP Linda Chamberlain - $19.60 Postage
SVP Mastriania - $48.95 Plaque for Hastings Family

Treasurers Report –PNP Linda Chamberlain:
The report for the period January 24, 2026, through March 6, 2026 was read. Checking The Morgan Stanley report as of February 28, 2026, was read. 

Treasurer PNP Chamberlain also presented the six (6) month budget actual. 

Chaplains Report: PDP Teena Foster
The Chaplain’s report for the period January 2026 through March 2026 was emailed. There was one (1) prayer request, four (4) sympathy cards, one (1) get well card, and one (1) thinking of you card sent.


Members Sick or in Distress:
· PNP Moyse requested prayers for her daughter Samantha Roesch (Keystone Headquarters Unit) following her recent back surgery. PNEDVP PNP Moyse also thanked the Department and everyone for their cards following her foot surgery. 
· PDP Foster asked us to continue to keep Landis-McCleaf member Sue Cummings who is still in the hospital in our prayers as well as her daughter Cassie (Cassandra Skidmore who was recently diagnosed with Fiber Myalgia.
· JVP Hartman asked for prayers for her sister-in-law, Audrey Draper (Northeastern Unit), who was rushed to the hospital on Wednesday with Bacterial Meningitis She also mentioned the son of a Whitehaven Detachment member has been deployed. 
· PDP Gensel requested prayer for her Marine nephew Alex who is currently stationed in North Carolina and may be deployed. PDP Gensel also noted she attended the funeral of HPNC Neil Corley and had an opportunity to speak with Carol and PDC Tom & Rose Tanner.
· PNP Chamberlain asked for prayers for three (3) All Division Unit Members, Mary Ann Hartner (Heart Valve replacement surgery), Jacque Trainor (knee replacement surgery), and Bernice Wirgau (finally home from hip surgery resulting from a fall and has given up).
· Department President Rivera asked for prayers for her cousin and NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania’s sister, Tina Willauer, who is in the hospital, has stage 4 cancer as well as other medical issues. 
· President Rivera also asked for prayers for all our deployed service members and their families.

Communications:  
Secretary PNP Chamberlain read:
· A thank you from the United States Marines Youth Foundation, Inc for our tree of lights donation. 
· Email sent from PDP Corley for the cards on the passing of HPNC Corley

Committee Reports: 
Scholarship Liaison: NEVPD SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
Scholarship Chair Mastriania reported to her knowledge all checks were mailed to those awardees who met all the criteria. No information was received from Chair Gene Irvin as to the number of 2026 scholarship applications received to date. This is possibly due to the Chair recently having heart surgery. The 2026 scholarship applications are available on the MCL web site. PDP Gensel asked for a card to be sent.

Scholarship Donations: PNP Ruth Moyse
Total Scholarship donations from January 2026 to 14 March 2026, totaled $800.00 Donations were received in memory of Marine Charles Chamberlain, HPNC Neil Corley, PDP Particia Engel, Upper Darby Unit JA Sandra Morris, and General Smedley D. Butler Unit former SVP Anna Mae “Sissy” Hudson. An additional $250 in donations have 

been received at today’s meeting.

Membership/Unit Strength Report: NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
As of March 6, 2026 we have 377 members. 

Regular Members		128			
New Regular Members                          8	
Regular Associate Members           	  41
New Regular Associate Members          2
Life Members	185
New Life Members	                          7   
Associate Life Members	               6
New Associate Life 	     0
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP	 377

All Unit bonds have been paid to National Headquarters. 

Chapel of Four Chaplains: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin
No report. 

Girl Scouts: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin
The Girl Scout Chair suggested going through your schools and/or churches who sponsor a Girl Scout troop. She has called their headquarters on several occasions and has never received a return phone call. PNP Moyse reported she was approached by League Member John Taylor who has the names of some girls they wanted to present certificates to, she told him to get the names to her, and she would be sure they received certificates. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania also reported she was approached by someone from the Allentown area regarding a certificate and she will take care of that. PNP Moyse also said she was asked if we presented certificates to girls who were in the Boy Scouts and she responded no as that is strictly an MCL program. PDP Gensel said this is the perfect time of the year to reach out to the Girl Scouts when they are out selling cookies to find out the names of the troop leaders and talk to or contact them regarding our Girl Scout Gold Award. President Rivera asked if there was a form or introductory letter, we could present introducing ourselves and telling them what we do. PDP Gensel stated currently there is no introductory letter or form, but suggested President Rivera and Girl Scout chair PNEDVP PDP Minchin put something together and submit it to the National Girl Scout Chair.

Convention Committee: Chair NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
2026 Department Convention – June 17-21
Final walk through conducted and went well. There were some issues with her room, and they were very cooperative and kept her updated throughout the entire process. The full report will be attached to the minutes.


March Meeting Hospitality Room – 50/50 went well the winner was MCL SVP Jim Diamond who donated a portion of his winnings back to the Auxiliary. We did better this year with the donation jar than we did last year.

Today’s League raffle at lunch will be an electronic bundle.

2026-2027 Quarterly Meetings – awaiting contract from the Best Western
· October 16-17, 2026
· January 15-16, 2027
· March 19-20, 2027
· 2027 Department Convention District 5 (Williamsport Area) or District 1 (Philadelphia Area), once the area is determined the Committee will go back to Chris at HelmsBriscoe to begin looking at possible meeting sites. 

Prior to closing the Bible for lunch Madam President on behalf of the members of the Auxiliary presented a plaque to the Hastings Family thanking them for their continuous generosity and outstanding service.

The Bible was closed, and the meeting recessed for lunch at 11:20 AM. The Bible was reopened, and the meeting resumed at 12:50 PM

Ways and Means: JVP Faith Hartman
There are still fifty-eight (58) coins, thirty-three (33) draw string bags and forty-four (44) insulated grocery bags for sale. One hundred and thirty (130) raffle tickets were returned at today’s meeting, and the monies have been deposited by the treasurer. Department raffle tickets are available, see JVP Hartman if you need additional tickets. Today’s 50/50 winner of $107 was PDP Teena Foster. 

MODDF: Madam Big Flea Faith Hartman: 
Madam Big Flea Hartman reiterated her theme is Disc (Frisbee) Golf. 

Auditor’s Report: Books were found to be in order, and the bills were approved for payment.

Webmaster Report: PDP Foster
Report sent out. 

Old/Unfinished Business:  
· Plaque for the Hastings family – PNC Hastings requested one of the pictures be sent to Semper Fi Magazine. PNP Moyse will also post on the Department’s Facebook page and submit for posting on the MCLA National Facebook page. 
· President’s Social – There is a Perkins Restaurant approximately 2-3 miles from the resort. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania spoke with the Assistant Manager, and he was to get back to her but did not feel they could accommodate us, they 

would be too busy. She also checked another restaurant further away that does have a separate room; however, they would not make a reservation for our group until May. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania is continuing to look for a “gift” recipient.
· Wall of Past Presidents – Photographs of Past Department President’s need to be added to bring the wall up to date. PDP Foster will take care of getting a picture of PDP Hoffman for the wall. The goal is to have this completed at the October meeting.
· Grievance – The grievance filed relating to the election of the Judge Advocate at the 2025 National Convention was discussed. Concerns relating to the grievance itself were voiced and the lack of adequate time to read the grievance and response. The issue regarding the Units not in good standing according to the grievance was also addressed and it was noted that that part of the grievance was addressed and the Units mentioned were indeed in good standing. 

New Business: 
· National Bylaws –PNP Moyse spoke on the reformatting of the National Bylaws, National President Sanning had a committee work on the reformat and what they are trying to do is revamp the entire document, call it reformatting and change it, take things from the Administrative Procedures and move them to the Bylaws.  As the National Bylaws Chair, she had told them if they change one word or eliminate one punctuation mark it must be submitted as a bylaw change. They do not seem to agree. They have not done the Administrative Procedures yet but plan to have them for the National Convention in August. PNP Moyse has told them they cannot just present them in August and expect people to vote on them, they have to have time to see and read them. It seems as if they want to pass it and then you can read them later. PNP Moyse would like the document sent to the Unit Presidents so they can see exactly what they are trying to do. Our current National JVP looked up reformatting which means to change the font, spacing or rearranging the document for ease of readability. There is also a proposal which would permit the Bylaw Committee Chair and the President to make any grammatical or housekeeping changes. PNP Moyse would like to see about tabling some of it however according to Robert’s Rules tabling Is only good for a certain amount of time. PNP Moyse also announced that she would no longer be the National Bylaws Committee Chair next year. 

Good of the Order:

Past National President: Linda Chamberlain
· PNP Chamberlain said she had planned to send out the proposed reformatted bylaws so they can be shared with the members of your Unit and once everyone has seen and read them we can discuss them at the Department Convention in June. 
· National Convention – By now the room block Is probably full, they may still have rooms, but they may not be for the dates you are looking for. If you have not 

made a reservation and are planning to attend the convention, call the hotel and if there is a problem let her know. At the last Convention Committee meeting they stated they had all the necessary paperwork completed for the small games of chance license needed for the Auxiliary and MODD to hold their raffles. In being proactive I have reached out to the Chair of the New York Convention Committee to check on the regulations in New York.
· Department Treasurer – You will notice on the membership report there are additional columns added to the third quarter. This is for ease in tracking the submissions of Installation Reports, 990 filing and annual Department of State filing. Everyone has submitted their Bond Form and their 990. Many Units will begin having Installations starting this month so be sure to send a copy to the Department Treasurer for the department files. Annual Department of State filing, remember starting in 2025 this must be done on a yearly basis. There are only two (2) Units who have filed their DOS for 2026, remember they are due by June 30th. Once you have filed and received your acceptance a copy needs to be sent to the Department Treasurer who will then email a copy to National Headquarters, the EIN/Compliance/Insurance Chair and the Division Vice for their records, this way there will be a paper trail so no one can say it was not sent.
· Spoke on the announcement made at the Midwinter Conference regarding Headquarters moving to Quantico in 2027.

Northeast Division Vice President:  SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
· NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania spoke on the Division Vice Workshop held during the Midwinter Conference; topics covered were the use of the correct Installation of Officers Report, using the most current Membership Application Form and being sure the date the member is accepted into the unit is filled in. 
· Planning to attend the Department of New York spring meeting next weekend. There are a group of ladies who wish to form a unit. 
· Northeast Division Meeting is coming up in May. The name of the hotel has changed from Holiday Inn in Wilkes Barre to a Double Tree by Hilton. You can pay for your registration, banquet ticket, and place an ad in the program ad book by check or through Zeffy. The website for the Northeast Division is nedmcl.org.

General Smedley D. Butler Unit President Evelyn Brimble asked if there were any other units that were involved with going to VA Hospitals. Both Landis-McCleaf and Lancaster 

County had previously gone, however since COVID they are no longer able to visit the hospitals. President Brimble was asking because now they have they now have to have badges and fingerprinting to get into the hospital in Coatesville.

Intentions:
NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania announced her intention to run for Department President

JV Faith Hartman announced her intention to run for Department SVP.
There were no intentions announced for JVP.
There were no intentions announced for Judge Advocate.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM to reopen again on June 19, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,

PNP Linda S Chamberlain

PNP Linda S. Chamberlain, Secretary/Treasurer 
MCLA of PA, Inc.




2026 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT

· Convention Guests:
· Madam Commandant – Jim Breen, Commandant from South Carolina
· Pack Leader PDD Ed Erb – Chief PDD Joe DeAngelo (his back up will be PDD Helen Breen)
· Madam President – PNP Linda Chamberlain
Each guest will receive up to two (2) nights lodging free. Guest and anyone on the master bill who have already booked their room needs to speak to Commandant McCoy, if you have not already booked your room and are a guest or are on the master list do not book your room speak to Commandant McCoy.
· Hospitality Room – Thursday evening - Kilimanjaro Suite 5
· Safari theme –
· DJ – DJ Peggy, Department Adjutant
· Madam Commandant is hoping to get some items so we can play games.
· Small Game of Chance License – Faith Hartman will be applying for the small games of chance license so raffles can be conducted. 
· Lunches – Bag type- will try to keep at $10.
· Banquet – Friday evening – Zambezi & Nile Rooms - $50 per person – casual dress.
· Dinner will be a buffet consisting of Garden Greens Mixed Salad, Rolls and Butter, Chicken Kalahari - Seared Chicken Breast, Parmesan Artichoke Cream Sauce, Blistered Tomatoes, Juicy Pot Roast, Sour Cream & Garlic Mashed Potatoes Chef’s Seasonal Vegetable and three (3) Pastry Chef’s Selection of Contemporary & Classic Desserts 
· Breakfast – Kilimanjaro Suite 5 – Cost will depend on sponsorships (basic breakfast costs approximately $13)
· Raffle Tickets – Six (6) tickets still available at $10 each.
· Mobility Scooters – Some available at the resort. Faith Hartman will be looking for an additional company to see if they can bring them in should attendees need them.
· Registration – We will have two (2) registration booths, which are lockable, we will be right outside of our meeting room. There are (2) two windows, one of which will open toward the hall and the other will open into our meeting room.
· Meeting Space – 
· MCL - Kilimanjaro Suite I
· MCL Ship Store - Kilimanjaro Suite 4
· MODD - Kilimanjaro Suite 6
· MCLA – Kilimanjaro Suite 3
· Hospitality Room and Pre Board Meetings - Kilimanjaro Suite 5
· Check In – The resort will have someone to help at the check in for one (1) hour (the Commandant will determine the best time) also Commandant McCoy’s son will also be there with the resort representative so he can learn the system and 

assist anyone who has a problem checking in. When you check in you will need to scan your driver’s license so be sure the name on your registration is the same as it appears on your license. The kiosk will send out your band which is your door key and entrance to the water park.
· All Day Beverage Station – will be in the hospitality room, Starbucks coffee. The staff will monitor to see when the coffee needs to be refreshed. 
· Personal Snack & Beverages – You are welcome to bring your own snacks and beverage for your room. There are no outside snacks or beverages permitted in the common area. Personal water bottles (insulated type) are permitted.
· In Room Amenities – There is a tray located on top of the Microwave in the rooms. The water and snacks on the tray ARE NOT FREE. 
· Convention Ad Book – The back cover of the book will feature the Northeast Detachment for all of their assistance in making the convention a success.
· Parking – Free

If anyone has any issues at the convention, please seek out Chair Mastriania. Her room will be on the second floor. Note, there is no “2:” on the elevators the 2nd floor is actually *LL.

The Convention Center is locked after a certain time
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