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Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc.

                                Department Of Pennsylvania

Saturday, January 21, 2023 President’s Council 0905:
President’s council was called to order by SVP Tammy Rivera.  She had an open discussion pertaining to things you are doing now, things you are planning on doing in the future and things you hope to reinstate.  

January 21, 2023 MCLA Department Membership Meeting: 

The meeting was called to order at 09:43 AM by President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse according to ritual.  Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin opened the Bible and gave the opening prayer.  Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin draped the Charter in respect for our deceased members.  Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag.  

Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP Tammy Rivera
Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Pam Beaver
Introductions of Guests, Visitors and PDPs in Attendance:

National President: PDP Linda Chamberlain

Past National President: PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

Northeast Division Vice President – PDP Syd Minchin

Assistant Northeast Division Vice President – PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PDP Tracey Killinger, PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse, PDP Sydney Minchin, PDP and National President Linda Chamberlain, PDP Kathy Hoffman and PDP Teena Foster.
Replacement Officers/Chairs for this meeting were filled as follows:

PDP Kathy Hoffman stood in for auditor Donna Neidig

Roll Call of Officer’s, Chairpersons and Units:

Roll call was taken.

Reading of the October 2022 Membership Meeting Minutes: 
The October meeting minutes were read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster from Old Business forward.  There was one correction requested.  PDP Twila Gensel asked that the note about her paying dues at the scratch be clarified that she as Scratchy Flea paid dues for some fleas. She did not pay their membership dues.   The minutes stand approved as corrected. 
Officers Reports (written or oral): 
Madam President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse read her report.  Following Madam President’s report, a motion was made by SVP Tammy Rivera to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow into record, seconded by PDP Linda Chamberlain.  The Motion Passed.  
All Officers reports were distributed via email and were not required to be read.
Unit Reports:
Many unit reports were distributed via email and were not required to be read.

· Susquehanna Valley Unit report was read by PDP Twila Gensel
· P.W. Milano Unit report was read by PDP Syd Minchin. The members are meeting to decide if they want to close the unit. There is a procedure in the National bylaws that outlines the requirements needed to do that. If they do close then Life members need to be transferred to another unit.
· All Division Unit report was read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster
· NE Division Unit President Faith Hartman gave highlights of her unit report. She read a poem entitled Soldier.
Bills Presented:  

PDP Linda Chamberlain: wrote a check to reimburse JVP Pam Beaver for the purchase of the shopping bags as she paid with her credit card.  The bills will be referred to the auditors for action. 

Treasurers Report – read by PDP Linda Chamberlain:
The report for the period October 17, 2022 through January 13, 2023 was presented.  Treasurer PDP Linda Chamberlain noted that our investments are decreasing. There being no questions the report will be filed for audit.

Chaplains Report - PDP Sydney Minchin:
The report was presented verbally by PDP Syd Minchin. She requests a new list of who to send cards to. She requested the membership advise her of those who are sick or in distress.  PDP Twila Gensel gave a hello from Libby.
Members Sick or in Distress:

Faith Hartman advised of member Rita Conners of NE Division who has cancer.  Rita’s address is to be given by Faith in the future.  PNP/PDP Ruth requested a card be sent to George Souder.   George is currently in the hospital and discussions on where he will live in the future are taking place. She also requests a card be sent to Logan Dunlap (Terry Souder’s nephew). The All Divisions Commandant and his wife were exposed to Covid.  

Communications:  
Communications were read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster.  
We received a request for donation from Bethesda Mission
PDP Syd Minchin mentioned that she received a thank you card from PDP Teena Foster and her sisters on behalf of PDP Patricia Engel

A suggestion was made that all units provide updated email addresses of their members.
Guest Speaker:  Commandant Dave Brady

Ship store is closed due to a death in the Mastriania family.  He acknowledged that there is a need for back up.
Commandant Brady presented a check to the Auxiliary and expressed his thanks for our support to the Marine Corps League.  He asked if there is anything we need to make our lives easier.
He asked for our prayers as he will be having surgery in the near future.  The Department Senior Vice Commandant will be covering in his absence. 
President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse presented handmade door hangers and cards from the elementary school she volunteers at.  She read some of the cute cards with jokes. PNP/PDP President Ruth presented three lap blankets to Commandant Brady and advised that she will have forty more at the next meeting.  She also presented a box of heavy socks.  All are to be given to Veteran’s Homes.
Committee Reports:

Scholarship Liaison:  No formal report was submitted. Scholarship applications normally go on the website February 1st. 
Scholarship Donations:  Presented by President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

PNP/PDP Ruth gave the total donated so far and advised that many donations were made in memory of PDP Pat Engel.
Membership/Unit Strength Report:  SVP Tammy Rivera
We have 410 members in the Department.  All units have submitted transmittals. 
Regular Members:
132






New Regular Members: 15                   

Life Members: 
192  


New Life Members
6
  
Associate Members 55

 

New Associate Members
  0
    
Associate Life Members
      10         

New Associate Life 0
 
     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
             410
Ways and Means:

JVP Pam Beaver presented an update on the current fund raisers:
Insulated Totes sold:  34

Challenge Coins sold: 30

She turned in monies from the sales of these items.
She has the blue raffle tickets available for distribution today.

She will be having a 50/50 at lunch break.
Chapel of Four Chaplains: President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse advised that we have a name to be submitted for mid winter conference. She asks that Tracey and Syd work together to submit the nomination.

JVC Victoria came in to get our Chili Cook off Judge Twila Gensel (Auxiliary representative). 

Girl Scouts: PDP Syd Minchin advised that she is still attempting to find a contact for the Girl Scouts so there is no report. Shirley Beaver gave her a name to reach out to.  Faith Hartman sent PDP Syd names of two ladies in her area that are in their late 80’s and are still active with the Girl Scouts.  PDP Syd plans to send them certificates. 
Convention Committee:
The entry fee for the Chili Cook off was $10.  Lunch is a minimum of a $5 donation.  The Auxiliary will be receiving the entry fee, the lunch donations and any judge bribe money.
Secretary PDP Teena Foster was asked to work with SVC Diana Henry to update our Auxiliary convention registration form.
March Membership Meeting: (March 17-18, 2023) will be at Headquarters Building, Ft. Indiantown Gap. Hotel accommodations will be at the Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey.  

Lunch for the March Meeting is Sloppy Joes.  Auxiliary is being asked to provide salads and desserts. 

Department June Convention:  (June 1-4, 2023) will be at the Doubletree by Hilton in Monroeville center. Cost is $119 per night. May 10th is the reservations cutoff date. Reservations are not open yet. Members staying at the hotel will receive breakfast coupons.  The League will be paying for each breakfast when a coupon is turned in.

The League did receive a grant but they are being charged three fourths of that amount for meeting rooms.

Delegate forms and Ads submission dates are May 13th
The Ad book will be in black and white to save cost.  There will be no blank pages.  Blank pages will be filled with promotions of Department activities.
We will not have many guest speakers at the June convention.  District Ten will be doing the Colors at the joint opening and the Young Marines will do the Color Guard at the banquet.  They believe they have a singer.

The Convention Committee is taking suggestions for 2024.  Scranton had too high of a quote.  They have tasked Lisa S. and the Hartman’s to check if there is something in the Wilkes-Barre area. 
Hospitality ideas:  Game Night or some bouncy contraption.  More is yet to come and should be finalized at the March meeting. 
The banquet will be $50 if your reserve in advance and $60 if you purchase on site.  The menu is a buffet to consist of Mixed Greens salad, Ensalada Caprese, Grilled Chicken with mushrooms, and Grilled Flank Steak. The starch and vegetable is chef’s choice. Desserts will be New York Cheesecake or Peach Cobbler.
Dates for the remainder of the Department meetings for 2023 and 2024:
2023 Department Spring Membership Meeting: March 17-18, 2023

2023 Department Fall Membership Meeting:  October 20-21, 2023
2024 Department Winter Membership Meeting: January 19-20, 2024
2024 Department Spring Membership Meeting: March 15-16, 2024

National Mid Winter conference information is on the meeting schedule that was distributed.  It is to take place Feb 23-25th in Norfolk VA.
MODDF: Big Flea Ruth Moyse advised that Red White and Blue “We love our Veterans” is the theme for the Scratch at the June Convention.  
Old/ Unfinished Business:  
· Department Raffle:

· Tickets are available for distribution at today’s meeting
· Spring membership meeting:
· We elected to have the hybrid (combination of live and zoom)
· A thank you to Tammy for providing the hot spot so we can have the zoom
· We requested Tammy to research if the hot spot is available to non profits

· Request by PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse for all units to promote the zoom attendance

Break for lunch took place at 11:20 AM to reconvene at 12:30 PM.  Lunch donation cost is $5.00

· The Auxiliary recognized Pat Gilbert’s 79th birthday.  We sang Happy Birthday.  

Meeting reconvened at 12:37. 

Old/ Unfinished Business continued:  
· Web Page:  Webmaster PDP Teena Foster advised that all is up to date.  The next update will include the redacted October Membership meeting minutes and any pictures from the meeting or programs of pride pictures from unit activities that have been submitted.

· President PNP/ PDP Ruth Moyse also requested pictures so she can add them to the Auxiliary Facebook page.

· Do we want to put anything on the web page about the fleas?  Scratchy Flea Twila will come up with some things to place on that site. 

· It was brought up that we should send a Thinking of You card to the Corley’s

New Business:
· PNP/PDP Ruth presented a project called Semper Supply set up by marine Phil McCoy.  This is a list of items that Veterans and their families need.  A motion was made by PDP Syd Minchin and seconded by PDP Tracey Killinger to have the units donate to this project through the Department.  It was requested to have this added as an item on the President’s council.  The flyer will be placed on the Facebook page and also on the Web page and be sent in the Membership email.  Motion Carried. 
· PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse shared a gift of installation tools given to her by JA PDP Tracey Killinger and PDP Kathy Hoffman.
· JVP Pam Beaver asked if she should order more of the insulated totes and challenge coins for the March meeting.  The question was asked if people would want to purchase more of each.   PDP Karen Mastriania advised that she would like to purchase more of the challenge coins. It was suggested by PDP Kathy Hoffman that each Unit President go back to their units to see if they will want to purchase more and if so, how many.  They need to contact Pam with the information.
· Pat Gilbert requested a donation to help her grandson who is doing an Eagle Scout project.  It was suggested that the donation request be presented through the league as they support the Boy Scouts. 
Good of the Order:

· National President PDP Linda Chamberlain

· Things are going well and her visit with Ramona was very productive
· Bob Borka plans to be in Norfolk on Tuesday.
· Last year everything was unloaded at the League’s Ship Store and the Auxiliary items were transferred to the Auxiliary store from there

· National President PDP Linda will try to talk the Dept of PA officers to see if they can assist

· Pat Smith has volunteered to go to HQ to help Ramona pack up the Auxiliary Ship Store items. Ramona is to reach out to Pat

· We will have the jackets and the power strips available at the Store. 

· New Golf shirts will not be available until the National Convention. They are still trying to get rid of the shirts that we currently have.
· National President PDP Linda gave an update on PDP Joan Devlin.  She is now living with her daughter Kate but all correspondence should go to her daughter Judy.  PDP Linda is to provide the address. 
· She is working on her agenda for Midwinter.

· There were questions on changing the MCLA Ritual Book as it pertains to funeral services.  Change suggestions need to go to the chair of the ritual committee (PNP Gerry Tuohy). The suggestions will be presented by them to the Bylaw committee.  It was also suggested that we get with the National League Chaplain and the National Auxiliary Chaplain for their opinion.  JA PDP Tracey will take this on. 
· Northeast Division Vice President:  PDP Sydney Minchin

The National NE Division Conference will be April 1-2, 2023 in Princeton NJ.  She invited everyone to come out. She advised that she is looking for a replacement to fill her NE DVP position.
· PNP/PDP President Ruth advised that anyone who holds an office will need to wear or bring uniforms to the March meeting in order to take the picture for the Convention Ad book.
· Did we hear anything back on our boxes that we sent to Breanna?  Tracey advised that she did hear from Breanna and she received the packages.

· PDP Twila Gensel advised that she has a serving spoon from the last luncheon that does not belong to her.

Auditor Report:  Presented by Auditor Shirley Beaver

· The Audit Committee reported all was in order.  There were no bills to pay as the one item that was mentioned was preapproved.

Announcements:

None
Comments:
· We received monies from the luncheon donations.  The Department did not have to spend anything on the meal as the chili was brought in by the cook off participants. 
· 50/50 winner was Auxiliary JVP Pam Beaver.  She donated the amount back to the Auxiliary.

The Bible was closed and the Meeting ended at 1:37 PM to meet again at the call of the chair.
Respectfully submitted,
Teena M. Foster
Teena M. Foster, Secretary 
MCLA of PA, Inc.
Dept PA Membership Meeting Minutes 
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