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Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc.

                                Department Of Pennsylvania

Saturday, March 18, 2023 President’s Council 0938:
President’s council was called to order by SVP Tammy Rivera.  The topic was the collection of the Semper Supply donations brought by all units.  Marine Phil McCoy came and gathered the items to take to the storage area.  He will take a picture of all the donations made by our Auxiliary since additional items were taken over previously.
March 18, 2023 MCLA Department Membership Meeting: 

The meeting was called to order at 09:42 AM by President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse according to ritual.  Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin opened the Bible and gave the opening prayer.  Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin draped the Charter in respect for our deceased members.  Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag.  

Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP Tammy Rivera
Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Pam Beaver
Introductions of Guests, Visitors and PDPs in Attendance:

Past National President: PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

Northeast Division Vice President – PDP Syd Minchin

Assistant Northeast Division Vice President – PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PDP Tracey Killinger, PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse, PDP Sydney Minchin, PDP Teena Foster, PDP Kathy Hoffman and PDP Karen Mastriania.
Replacement Officers/Chairs for this meeting were filled as follows:

PDP Twila Gensel stood in for Treasurer PDP Linda Chamberlain. National President PDP Linda Chamberlain is at the National SE Division meeting in Charleston, SC.  
Roll Call of Officers, Chairpersons and Units:

Roll call was taken.

Reading of the January 2023 Membership Meeting Minutes: 
The January meeting minutes were read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster from Old Business forward. Bulleting needs corrected under the comments section of NE Division Vice Presidents comments and down. Her comment should be as a single bullet. Faith Hartman motioned to accept the minutes as corrected. JVP Pam Beaver Seconded. Motion passed and the minutes stand approved as corrected. 
Guest Speaker: Commandant Dave Brady

Commandant Brady thanked the Auxiliary for attending the spring meeting.  He hopes we will be coming to Monroeville for the June convention.  Next year we will be going back to Penn Harris for our June convention.  We will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the Commonwealth of PA.  He hopes we will have people going to National Convention in Oklahoma City.  
Commandant Brady provided updates to the meeting rooms at the GAP:

· We will be getting a new heating and air conditioning unit.  
· The main gate is still under construction.  The back gate will not begin construction until the main gate is completed.  That project has an ETA of two years.  At this time you will only need your driver’s license to get on base.  
· They are talking about cleaning or replacing the carpet.  
· They signed a new lease and will be here on site for another 2-3 years.
The Commandant spoke of the Memorial Day Ceremony at Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.  The Marine Corps is sponsoring it.  The date is Sunday May 28th at 2:00 PM.  The Pennsylvania Memorial is currently under construction.  The parking lot will be used if the construction on the Memorial is not complete.

There will be a dedication of the Marine Corps Memorial that we have at the National Cemetery.  It is in section 42-D along the Memorial Pathway.  Information can be found on the MCL Department Facebook page.
The Commandant also gave an update on his health and advised that he is as healthy as a horse. 

PNP/ PDP Ruth Moyse presented Commandant Brady with the remaining blankets made by the Glenwood Elementary School. There were approx 40 blankets.  The blankets are to go to the six state Veterans homes. Commandant Brady will take some blankets to the Veterans council so they can see them but he will deliver all to the Asst AG. 
Officers Reports (written or oral): 
Madam President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse read her report.  Following Madam President’s report, a motion was made by SVP Tammy Rivera to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow into record, seconded by PDP Tracey Killinger.  The Motion Passed.  
Many Officers reports were distributed via email and were not required to be read.
· JVP Pam Beaver presented her activity report

· JA PDP Tracey Killinger presented her report.  She had contacted the MCL and MCLA National Chaplains to get their feedback on the changes to the ritual that were previously discussed.  The MCL funeral service is covered in their bylaws. PNP/PDP Ruth has already spoken to PNP Tuohy to advise that JA PDP Tracey would be reaching out to her.
· Jr. Past President Karen Mastriania gave an oral report on her activities

· Central District Vice- No report 

· PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse provided an update on the activities of the SE District
Unit Reports:
Many unit reports were distributed via email and were not required to be read.

· Susquehanna Valley Unit report was read by PDP Twila Gensel
· Upper Darby Unit report was read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster.

· P.W. Milano Unit: update was given by PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse.  The woman who was interested in taking on the Presidency for the unit is stepping back as she is moving.  They sent out letters and only received two responses from the Hastings family.  The Detachment showed no interest so we will continue to work on the final resolution.
Bills Presented:  

None. 

Treasurers Report – read by PDP Twila Gensel:
The report for the period January 3, 2023 through March 6, 2023 was presented.  There were no bills so there is nothing to go to the audit committee. 
Signature updates were completed on the Checking accounts.

Chaplains Report - PDP Sydney Minchin:
The report was presented verbally by PDP Syd Minchin. A sympathy card was sent to Chief Devil Dog Alan Sanning.  He will be coming to our June convention with his wife Dottie Sanning who is our National SVP.  Another sympathy card was sent to National JA Darlene MacCubbin.
Members Sick or in Distress:

· Peg Walz from Smedley D. Butler is undergoing radiation treatments.  Her address was given to Chaplain Syd Minchin. A thinking of you card will be sent. 
· Louise Maglioco is in a nursing home having had to sell her home after the passing of her husband.   A thinking of your card will be sent. 

· WWII veteran Glen Morgan is turning 105 years old in April. He lives at the United Zion Retirement Community, 722 Furnace Hills Pike, Lititz, PA 17543
· It was requested that she send the addresses of all three to our email distribution.

· A request was made to send another thinking of you card to the Corley’s

· Madame President PNP/PDP Ruth had her foot operated on and is doing okay
· Keep PDP Twila Gensel in our prayers as she is having hip replacement on May 8th.

Communications:  
Communications were read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster.  
We received a thank you from Bethesda Mission for our donation.
Committee Reports:

Scholarship Liaison:   All approved applicants for 2022 scholarships were mailed a check.

 Only 62 of the 83 initially approved completed all the requirements.  The applications for 2023 are now posted on the MCL website.  The deadline for applications is May 31, 2023.  There is a concern that the scholarship deadline takes place during the Department’s June convention. 
Scholarship Donations:  Presented by President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse

We received $265 since January.  We are up to $1425 in donations so far.  Scholarship donations were made in memory of PDP Pat Engel, Marine Robert Gilbert and Samuel Stanley father of PDP Karen Mastriania.
Membership/Unit Strength Report:  SVP Tammy Rivera
We have 423 members in the Department.  All units have submitted transmittals. 
Regular Members:
          136






New Regular Members:    20                   

Life Members: 
          192  


New Life Members:
  6
  
Associate Members:         56

 

New Associate Members:
  3
    
Associate Life Members:
10         

New Associate Life:           0
 
     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP:
 423
Ways and Means:

JVP Pam Beaver presented an update on the current fund raisers:
Insulated Totes remaining:  14

Challenge Coins remaining: 16
She still has blue tickets available for distribution.  

She is asking for donations (baskets or other items) that we can raffle off at convention.
There will be a 50/50 raffle during lunch break.

We cannot get anymore of the totes from the previous company that JVP Pam worked with.  She advised that the company told her that they cannot list the name Marine on the item. 
Chapel of Four Chaplains: President PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse advised that she would like PDP Tracey and PDP Syd to get with the Department Chapel representative.  The League stated that they want to have a full Chapel of Four Chaplains presentation for the June convention. It was noted that PDP Tracey and PDP Syd worked very hard to have the application for JVC Victoria McCoy ready for presentation at the National Mid Winter conference. 
Girl Scouts: PDP Syd Minchin advised that she is still attempting to find a contact for the Girl Scouts so there is no report. 
Convention Committee:
We are going back to Penn Harris for our 2024 June convention.  That is near the Bethesda Mission and we do like to donate to that group. 
Department June Convention:  (June 1-4, 2023) will be at the Doubletree by Hilton in the Monroeville Center. Cost is $119 per night. May 10th is the reservations cutoff date. Reservations are not open yet. Members staying at the hotel will receive breakfast coupons.  The League will be paying for each breakfast when a coupon is turned in.

There is a request for Units to place an Ad in the Ad book.   Convention costs continue to rise and this helps to offset the cost.  The Ads have to be electronically sent and will be in black and white.   
It was requested that we put in an Ad for all our Past Department Presidents.  National did that but they have a separate committee and the cost to cover the ad that was in the National Conference budget. 
Our new credentials sheet is available but needs a correction.  The cost of preregistration is $10 and $15 at the door.
Delegate and Banquet forms are due May 13th and the Ad forms are due April 24th.

Our convention reports will be due May 1st and need to include activity up until April 30th.

The Hospitality room will be on the 15th floor.  We will be the only people on the 15th floor.

They are still working on providing lunches.  They are hoping that the cost be $10 per day.  

There was a suggestion to have knocker ball competitions at the convention.
National Junior Vice Commandant TJ Morgan is the Marine Corps League’s guest.  Lisa S. will pick him up at the airport. Mike Wallach is also coming. Chief Devil Dog Alan Sanning is coming as MODD guest and his wife National SVP Dottie Sanning is also attending.  National President Linda Chamberlain is our Auxiliary guest.

The National Anthem will be sung by a female Navy member.

The League needs help with their credentials.
Veterans and Youth tickets will be pulled at the GAP on June 17th and not at the convention. 

We will be pulling our tickets in our meeting room.

We broke for lunch at 11:15 to reconvene at 12:30 PM. 

Convention Committee report (continued):
Delegate strength for National Convention is as of May 1st.
They may have a Mardi Gras night for those that are not wanting to participate in the bouncy house.

JVC and Auxiliary member Victoria McCoy is going to be Master of Ceremonies at the opening ceremony and at the banquet.
We need to ensure our Auxiliary items are transported to the convention.

Going forward the convention committee is trying to facilitate arrival on Thursday and have business sessions on Friday and Saturday.

We are all set for Grantville for $98 for next year.  The cost went up $2.

MODDF: Big Flea Ruth Moyse asked to please try to recruit new fleas.  The theme is Red White and Blue “Veterans We Love You”.  
Old/ Unfinished Business:  
· Department Raffle:

· There was a discussion on mailing tickets to the units that have not been in attendance to pick them up.
· JVP Pam will send an email to her unit contacts to see if they want tickets.
· June Convention:
· Request by PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse for all units to promote the zoom attendance

· Raffle Winner: Gary Anspach won the 50/50 drawing.
· Lunch donation was received.
New Business:
· PNP/PDP Ruth brought up the minutes from National Conference.  She asked if there were any questions.
· PDP Kathy Hoffman has a concern about the raising of the dues and the effective date of January 1, 2024.  She believes it should be effective August 2024.

· There would be an issue with recruiters and the cost of dues being raised mid- year.

· PNP Ruth advised that initially they were going to have the dues effective right away but those that were sending transmittals in June and July would be paying the lower dues amount and would need to pay the higher amount.   They were trying to get all units to submit transmittals before December 31st before the cost of dues went up.
· Is there a way to make our dues prorated for members that join after March to be less?  This will be similar to how the League handles members who join mid membership term. 
· Out of all the VSOs we have the lowest dues around and it hadn’t been raised in 14 years.

· A short discussion took place on why our MCL Auxiliary does not allow men to join.  PDP Syd explained that we would have to make a change to our bylaws and that we are Nationally chartered as a woman’s organization.  Other Auxiliaries such as the American Legion and VFW Auxiliaries can allow men to join because they do not have National Charters.

· PNP/PDP Ruth left to speak to the League.  SVP Tammy took over and spoke about the OLA organization that was selected for our June 2023 Convention.  Robin’s Home is a supportive housing program for women veterans and their children.  It is located in Butler County, PA.  There is a list of items that could be donated included in the hand out.
· The President luncheon date will be Thursday June 1st.
· The luncheon for PNP/PDP Ruth Moyse is TBD for location and cost.
· The treasurer has requested a new stamp for depositing checks.  To get it from the bank will cost $76.  A motion was made by PDP Kathy Hoffman to allow our treasurer to spend up to $100 to get a new stamp.  Evelyn Brimble seconded.  Motion carried.
· PDP Kathy Hoffman has a big birthday coming up on Monday so we sang Happy Birthday.
· On Memorial Day the MCL is sponsoring the ceremonies at Indiantown Gap.  National president and PNP/PDP Ruth will be going to Arlington.  If PNP/PDP Ruth cannot attend, she asked if SVP Tammy can attend in her absence. SVP Tammy will be attending a local parade that day.  If no one else is able to attend then PDP Syd will attend to represent the Auxiliary.
Good of the Order:

· Northeast Division Vice President:  PDP Sydney Minchin

The National NE Division Conference will be April 1-2, 2023 in Princeton NJ.  She invited everyone to come out. Please come if you can.

· She wants to go over some basic things but noted that the people that need to know these things do not come.

· Department Secretary will be sending the Ad forms and the credentials form for the June Convention within the next week or so. 

· JVC Victoria gave out information about the National Public Relations committee during the National Mid winter conference.  There is a list of all meetings and we are invited to join all but one.  

· There is also a resources list to assist in locating all the different forms that are available on various websites.  
· They have come up with a new logo for the Division.  It is an upgraded version of the existing Division logo. They are considering making shirts with the new logo. PDP Karen will get a quote from a contact she has in Lancaster. 

· March 29th, 2023 is the Vietnam War Veterans day for the Commonwealth of PA.  The governor has signed a proclamation as such.
· They are celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of our Commonwealth of PA. 
· The deadline for Activity reports is 30 days prior to the convention.  Get the reports to your chairperson as soon after May 1st as possible. Secretary PDP Teena will send out a list of the Activity Chairpersons after this meeting.  
· Evelyn Brimble’s daughter has a new project called Lasagna Love.  Lasagnalove.org is the website to get more information and sign up if you wish to participate.   It is for people who are in need of food.
· The Mary E. Walker House in Coatesville has been closed.  

· PDP Karen Mastriania asked that everyone keep her brother-in law Scott who has PTSD in prayer. Also keep her sister Jeanene in prayer too

· Auditor Report:  No audit was performed.  The audit will take place at the June convention.
Announcements:

· President Ruth is seeking a second term as President
· SVP Tammy is seeking a second term as Senior Vice President

· JVP Pam is seeking a second term as Junior Vice President
Comments:
President Ruth asked if we wanted to consider raising the Department dues since National plans to raise theirs.  Please submit a bylaw change if you do. 
The Bible was closed and the Meeting ended at 1:37 PM to meet again at the call of the chair.
Respectfully submitted,
Teena M. Foster
Teena M. Foster, Secretary 
MCLA of PA, Inc.
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