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Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc.

                                Department Of Pennsylvania

Thursday, June 20, 2024 MCLA Department Convention: 

The meeting was called to order at 09:22 AM by President PNP Ruth Moyse according to ritual. Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin opened the Bible and gave the opening prayer. Chaplain PDP Syd Minchin draped the Charter in respect for our deceased members. Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag. 
June 20, 2024 President’s Council began at 0924:

SVP Tammy Rivera invited SVC Victoria McCoy to speak on the procedures for using the Indiantown Gap HQ building. Keys are held by Commandant Henry, SVC McCoy, JVC Jim Diamond, the Paymaster, and our Auxiliary President.
If you want to have a social, the building is available to you. It is requested that you submit your request to use the room 30 days prior to the date needed. You will be asked about what you wish to do there and what room you would like to use. The third question asked is what can the League help you with? Do not be afraid to ask if you need help bringing items in. For the quarterly meeting, any food items you bring in that are not used, please take back with you. 

There are trays available for us to use. They have an abundance of plastic wear so no more is needed. They also have metal flat wear and regular plates should you need to use the building for a more formal affair. 
SVP McCoy also advised that the League is encouraging Detachments to create a Unit or have their women join an existing Unit. They are trying to help grow our Auxiliary. 
There were questions on gate access protocol. SVC McCoy explained that the post is secure. You must have a visitors pass to get on base. Passes are available from the Visitors center, M-F 8 to 5. JVC Diamond has a master list that will allow you to come in for the quarterly meetings. If you have a function the procedure is to give a list to the MCL SVC or JVC to forward to the gate. Currently they can get verbal permission for someone not on the list. The master list is in excel and is edited as needed. 

Currently Federal Employee badges are not accepted. In the future they may be moving to accept real IDs. It was not thought they would accept passports as a form of identification. 

Officers at the gate are not necessarily military but are hired security. 

SVC McCoy presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Libby Knapp for her participation on the Lunch Committee. 
The meeting continued: 
Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP Tammy Rivera
Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Pam Beaver
Filling of the Chairs:  Captain of the Guard is being filled by PDP Twila Gensel.
Rules of Convention:  

The Rules of Convention were read by Judge Advocate PDP Karen Mastriania. 

Distinguished Guests in attendance:
Madam President announced our Convention Guest National President Linda Chamberlain, herself as PNP. She also introduced National SVP Dottie Sanning, Northeast Division Vice President – PNP Ruth Moyse and Assistant Northeast Division Vice President – PDP Karen Mastriania.
.
Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PDP Tracey Killinger, PNP Ruth Moyse, PDP Pat Bulger, PDP Sydney Minchin, PDP and current National President Linda Chamberlain, PDP Teena Engel-Foster, and PDP Karen Mastriania.
This years’ convention was dedicated to PDP Alta Holten, PDP Pat Engel, and PDP Joan Devlin.

Roll Call of Officer’s, Chairpersons and Units:

Roll call was taken.

Jennifer Coolbaugh from the Northeast Unit was appointed as the third auditor.

Minutes from the June 2023 Department convention – Motion to accept the minutes as previously corrected in October was made by National President Linda Chamberlain and seconded by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger. The Motion passed.
PNP Moyse advised that we need to approve the minutes from the March meeting so they can be corrected and placed on the website. 
Reading of the March 16, 2024 Minutes: 
The March meeting minutes were read by Secretary PDP Teena Foster from Old Business forward. Corrections to the minutes are as follows. 
· Page 1 Introduction of Guests and Visitors. It was questioned if we need to keep the Guests and Visitors section since all PDPs are listed below. It was discussed with President PNP Ruth and the decision was made to leave the section since there may be a time when the Guests and Visitors will not be PDPs.
· Page 2: include the word trouble in the bullet about PDP Teena Foster having trouble getting onto the Auxiliary web page.
· Page 4: Ways and Means- JVP Pam Beaver (corrected title), update to in honor of her parents and currently there are three (3) garden flags.
· Page 7: Good of the Order: National President: PDP Linda Chamberlain- Remove the bullet about Friday night at the convention being pajama night. 
· Page 7: Northeast Division Vice President PNP Ruth Moyse- update 900-N to 990-N

· Add under Good of the Order that Lisa Solarczyk came in and thanked everyone for the cards she received when she had hand surgery.

· Add under Good of the Order that SVC Victoria McCoy came in and it was she that mentioned that Friday night at the convention will be pajama night. They are collecting stuffed animals to give to the kids at the hospital (if they can get approval)
PNP Moyse thanked everyone for their review of the minutes and the corrections that were brought forth. 

Motion was made by PDP Pat Bulger and seconded by PDP Twila Gensel to accept the minutes as corrected. The Minutes were approved as corrected.
Credential Report by PDP Twila Gensel- numbers as of Wednesday:

Delegates   20  




Alternates    2    




Associates   0
    
Members     1   

Guests         1    
        Total         24   



Credential Report by PDP Twila Gensel- numbers as of Thursday morning: 

Delegates   21  





Alternates    2    


  


Associates   0
    
Members     1   

Guests         2    
        Total         26   



The above numbers did not include the two ladies that were in attendance and had not yet registered.
Officers Reports (written or oral): 
President PNP Moyse read her report. Following the President’s report, a motion was made by SVP Tammy Rivera to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow into record, seconded by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger. The Motion Passed. 
· The Senior Vice and Junior Vice officer’s reports were sent out via email and did not need to be read.
· JA PDP Karen Mastriania read her report. She advised she had researched about increasing the dues to help with the stipends. She advised that a change in dues was mentioned in the administrative procedures and that the vote would be done by those in attendance at the convention. 
· Jr. Past President PNEDVP Tracey Killinger gave her report. 
· Central District, Northeast District and Southeast District reports were submitted via email. PNP Moyse gave the District VPs the opportunity to speak about anything special in their reports.
· Unit reports were submitted via email from: All Divisions Unit, Smedley D. Butler Unit, Keystone Headquarters Unit, Lancaster County Unit, Landis-McCleaf Unit, Northeastern Unit and Susquehanna Valley Unit.
The Bible was closed for a 10 minute break. The Bible was reopened, and the meeting continued.
Civics Chair Faith Hartman gave her report and presented Certificates. PNP Moyse requested Faith give her report today since this is the only day during the convention he can attend in person. Six (6) Units reported activity. Certificates were presented to the following Units: All Divisions, General Smedley D. Butler, Lancaster County, Landis-McCleaf, Northeastern and Susquehanna Valley.

There was a quick discussion about Girl Scout Gold awards. PNP Moyse advised that she received Girl Scout Gold Certificates from a Unit that folded. Faith Hartman gave an update on her efforts with the Girl Scouts. 

PNEDVP Syd Minchin gave out the awards from the 2023 National Convention.

Bills Presented:  

Secretary PDP Teena Foster read the bills that were presented. PNP Moyse: Monies for a gift card for our convention guest and for the board approved Boost on the Facebook page. Treasurer/National President Chamberlain: Monies for postage. The bills will be referred to the auditors for approval. 

Treasurers Report – read by Treasurer/National President Linda Chamberlain:
The report for the period March 12, 2024, through June 17, 2024 was presented There being no questions, the report will be filed for audit.

Chaplains Report - PDP Syd Minchin:  
Three (3) anniversary cards were sent. To the Beavers for their 70th anniversary, to the Tuohy’s for their 65th anniversary and to the Loeven’s for their 65th anniversary. She also sent a sympathy card to PNP Marilyn Loeven on the passing of her husband PNC Lew Loeven. 
Members Sick in Distress or Deployed: 
· PDP Twila Gensel thanked everyone for the cards and prayers on behalf of the family for the recent death of her brother-in law.
· PDP Teena Foster gave an update on her mother in-law, Annette King, and the health issues she is presented with based on her son Brick (Bill Foster’s brother) illness. She asks for continued prayers.
· It was mentioned that Libby Knapp fell but is doing better and PNEDVP Tracy Killinger cut her foot this morning. 

Communications:  
Secretary PDP Teena Foster read the scholarship fund donation card stating that a scholarship donation was made by PNP Moyse in honor of the MCLA of PA officers and staff of 2023-2024.
There was also a request for a donation for National President Linda Chamberlain sent by SVP Dotty Sanning.

Shirley and Dean Beaver sent a card thanking everyone for all the Anniversary cards they received. 

Items from New business brought forward since they need to be discussed before the budget is reviewed:

Department dues have not increased in at least the last 32 years. We are suggesting raising the dues from $2.00 to $5.00. This will bring in $600-$700 extra. This increase is listed in the budget that is to be reviewed.
Suggestions made were:

· Put the $50 back into the budget for the three (3) District Vice Presidents to cover costs that they expend out of their own pockets for their District meetings. Reimbursement to the DVPs will be up to $50 with the submission of receipts.
· Increase the Department President stipend for attending the Department Midwinter Conference from $150 to $250.

· Increase the Department President stipend for attending the Northeast Division Conference from $150 to $250.

· Increase Department President stipend for attending the National Convention from $350 to $500.

· Increase the General Stipend for the Department President, Secretary and Treasurer from $250 to $300.
PNP Moyse is making the request as an outgoing president for the future of the organization. The total increase would be $750 for all stipend increases.

PNP Moyse made a motion to increase the dues, and the stipends as listed above. PDP Karen Mastriania seconded the motion.

Discussion:  
· PNEDVP Tracey Killinger: She agrees with raising the stipends as discussed but not the dues. We have enough money in our bank account to cover our stipend increase. The fear is that increasing the dues will cause lost members. She and her unit agreed that the increase in stipends should take place but not the increase in the dues. She is willing to request a roll call vote on this motion. 

· There is a question about how much we currently have in our budget. The treasurer answered the question. 

· PDP Twila Gensel also stated that she is not in favor of the motion as it is stated. She is in favor of increasing stipends but not the dues. She believes there needs to be communication to all members of the Department before making this type of decision. 
She reminded us that we receive a donation from the League that could cover the increase of the stipends. 

PNP Moyse withdrew her original motion and PDP Karen Mastriania withdrew the second. 
PNP Moyse made a motion to increase only the stipends. The dues will remain untouched. PDP Karen Mastriania seconded the motion. No additional discussion took place. Motion Carried.
JA PDP Karen Mastriania spoke on the Presidents Social. 
· In the past the Department paid for a portion of the lunch expense. Department Commandant Diana Henry believes that the donation from the League should cover the expense of purchasing lunches for our guests. The expense for this convention’s luncheon offset is being covered through some generous donations.

· It was clarified by the Department Treasurer, National President Chamberlain that the donation we receive from the League is in lieu of the money we previously received for the Card and Label program. It really has nothing to do with the League paying for the luncheons. PNP Moyse stated that the luncheon expense that we received in the past was paid for by the Department Convention Committee. She also stated that our Auxiliary receives more money from our League than any of the others in our Division. The Department President and her Convention guest have their rooms paid for by the Convention Committee. 
· National Senior Vice Dotty Sanning shared that most Leagues no longer pay for their Auxiliaries. We are extremely fortunate to have a League donate money and cover room expenses. 

PNP Moyse asked if we thought money should be put in the budget to cover offsetting the cost of the Presidents social. PNEDVP Syd Minchin, PDP Teena Foster and PNEDVP Tracey Killinger all spoke on the topic, and it was decided that we should think about putting money in the budget to help cover the expense for the President and each guest at the President’s Social. PNP Moyse shared the history on how the Social was previously called a President’s Tea where we brought in our own foods and there was no expense at all. 
It was also mentioned when we go to a two (2) day Convention there is the question of when we will be able to have the President’s Social. National SVP Sanning suggested we have a President’s Breakfast as it is done at National. 
National President Chamberlain left the room and PNP Moyse asked to speak about the National President’s gift and how much we want to give this year. A motion was made by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger to give $250.00 to the National President’s Gift. It was seconded by PNEDVP Syd Minchin. There being no discussion, Motion Passed. 
PDP Twila requested to be excused to help set up the Hospitality room for lunch.

2024 -2025 Budget Review:  Treasurer/National President Linda Chamberlain:
The report shows the actual figures as of June 17, 2024, which was the date the report was prepared. The budget, actuals and proposed income and expenses for FY 24-25 were reviewed line by line. 
There was discussion about the increase in the National Half Page Ad from $100 to $150. A motion was made by Captain of the Guard Faith Hartman to increase the National Ad amount to $150 for this year to allow for a half page ad. Seconded by PDP Teena Foster. There being no discussion. Motion Carried. 
Our current income is a negative which will change once the fundraiser and raffle ticket monies, and any other donations made during the Convention are deposited. 
The current proposed budget reflects a negative bottom line. The budget will be reviewed and revised prior to the vote to take place later in the week.
Announcements: 

Big Flea Shirley Beaver advised that everyone should be back to work on their straw hats as soon as lunch is over. Each goody bag contains a ticket, and prizes will be awarded to the winning numbers.
SVP Rivera advised that the President’s Social will be at Perkins at 1:00 PM. Shelley Brooks from the Bethesda Mission will be in attendance. Please bring your OLA donations to the luncheon. 

The Bible was closed at 12:00 PM, to reopen on Friday, June 21st following the Joint Opening Session.
Friday, June 21, 2024 Joint Opening Session 09:00 AM: 
Distinguished Guests were introduced and escorted into the Joint Opening Session. Once everyone was seated the Joint Opening prayer was given by the MCL Department of PA Chaplain James Schreiber. Distinguished guests spoke briefly. 
Announcement:  Following the Joint Opening a Memorial Service honoring the members we have lost this past year will be held. There will also be a Chapel of the Four Chaplains ceremony conducted at this time.
June 21, 2024 MCLA Department of PA Convention:

Prior to the meeting we had cupcakes and sang a Happy Birthday to PNP Moyse.

The meeting was called to order at 1310 according to ritual. 
Guest Speaker:
Tom McIlwee – Morgan Stanley presented our financials. He suggested that we change the distribution of the Mary Cody fund to bring it back into a normal 65 % 35% ratio. Motion to make that change was made by PDP Twila Gensel and seconded by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger. There being no discussion, Motion Carried.
Credential Report by Outer Guard Twila Gensel:


Delegates    25                     

Alternates     3

Members      1


Associates    0







Guest
         2




             Total
        31

Committee Reports:

Scholarship Liaison report: PDP Karen Mastriania
The 2024 applications were posted on the web page as of February 1, 2024. The committee received 58 applications. All 58 applications were approved (23 were for first year students). The amount of the scholarship should be $500 again this year, PDP Mastriania will verify. The Auxiliary now has two (2) people on the Scholarship Committee (SVP Tammy Rivera and PDP Karen Mastriania).
Scholarship Donations report: President PNP Ruth Moyse

Donations received from March 16, 2024 to June 20 2024 total $335.00. Total donations for the year to date are $1255.00. Donations were received in memory of PNEDVP Joan Devlin, in memory of Marine Charles Chamberlain and in memory of Catherine Arnold. Donations were also made in honor of Upper Darby Unit President Sandra Krautheim, in honor of General Smedley D. Butler Unit President Evelyn Brimble and in honor of the MCLA of PA, Inc. Officers and Staff. 
We ask all Members and Units to seriously consider donating to the MCLA Scholarship Fund so that we can assist our students with the growing expense of higher education. The membership and Units are asked to make donations, large or small, when someone from their circle of friends and/or family celebrates a milestone or passes on. Acknowledgement cards and/or letters are sent to the person or group making the donation, as well as to the person being honored or the family of the deceased. Please keep this in mind and donate as often as you can so that we may continue our support of the Department Scholarship Program. 
Membership/Unit Strength Report:  SVP Tammy Rivera 

We have 407 members in the Department.
Regular Members


134



New Regular Members                   14 
Life Members
  

195
New Life Members

    1
Associate Members

  50
New Associate Members
  
    4
Associate Life Members
                9
New Associate Life 
 
    0
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
             407

Ways and Means:  JVP Pam Beaver

All Garden Flags sold, and money has been turned in.
75 coins remaining, one sold.
43 String totes remain to be sold at $5.00 each. 57 were sold. Approx. 300 raffle tickets left to sell of the 1600 initial. Total tickets sold at the convention was 247 and 356 turned in from the units. There was a grand total of 759 tickets sold as of this morning.
Chapel of the Four Chaplains:

PNEDVP Syd Minchin thanked everyone who assisted during the ceremony. She spoke briefly about Dean Van Zanardi who received the Chapel’s Humanitarian Award. 
Girl Scouts: 

PNEDVP Syd Minchin has gone to the Girl Scout Facebook page for information. She plans to go to the Girl Scout Headquarters and obtain a list of Girl Scouts that are working toward their Silver or Gold Awards. If there is no one there she plans to make an appointment to speak with someone. PDP Mastriania advised that someone she works with has a Unit in the Girl Scouts. She will get a contact name from her. 

She presented the National Girl Scout numbers that were turned in by PDP Twila Gensel. 
Guests from Quilts of Valor (Pat and Kimberly)

PNP Moyse invited them to speak to our Auxiliary about their organization. Their group is part of TLC Stars and Stripes-Quilts of Valor from Middletown PA. She provided the history of the organization and stated that their mission is to cover service members and veterans touched by war with comforting and healing quilts of valor. To nominate a veteran:  Quilt of Valor website (QoVF.org) has a form to complete and submit. They also shared some stories about the quilts and people that received them.
Convention Committee Report:
· Mike Mastriania, PDP Karen Mastriania will step up to head the Convention Committee 
· The donations from the Quarterly Staff lunches will continue to be donated to the Auxiliary if the lunches can continue to be self-sustaining. They will do another fire pit raffle in the future.

Guest Commandant Diana Henry:

· The entire MCL Staff will be reinstalled tomorrow.

· They voted for an Administrative Procedure change to the Districts within the League. They have reduced the count from ten (10) to eight (8) Districts.
· She thanked the Auxiliary for the Chapel of the Four Chaplains nomination. It was a wonderful surprise. 

· She is hoping that this year she will have more time to interact with the incoming Auxiliary President. She is more seasoned and is looking forward to her second and final year.

· She appreciates the Auxiliary and all that we do. She mentioned that she feels that League members who recruit women to be Associate members are forgetting about the mission of our Auxiliary. She appreciates all who are both Auxiliary and MCL Associate members.
· She relayed a reminder from the Junior Vice that he has Veterans and Youth tickets and calendars available for pick up.

· The Veterans and Youth ticket sales are discounted for all groups that sell the tickets. She will talk offline about an issue that was raised.
· PNP Moyse presented Commandant Henry with a Presidents Citation Award.
.
Convention Committee report Continued:

· Walmart will give a gift card to a local Veterans organization quarterly.

· Wegman’s will give a gift certificate yearly.
· Weiss Market will give a gift certificate to a Veterans organization monthly.

· The Lunch Committee suggested if we can get gift cards to donate them to the League, to use to offset the cost of the lunches.
· The October 2024 lunch will be grilling at the GAP, and they would like us to provide our salads and desserts.

· January 2025 lunch will be a chili cook off. They would like us to provide salads and desserts again.

· March 2025 Keystone HQ Unit will provide Croissant sandwiches for lunch via donation from the Hastings daughters. The Auxiliary will provide salads and desserts.

· We will be staying at the Best Western Grantville/Hershey. We will have a huge Hospitality room that will allow crock pots. The League is looking for people to sponsor it for October 2024. It will be a Pink party, and they have enough decorations to decorate the room. The donations will go to the Breast Cancer Alliance. They do not have a sponsor, but MCL JVP Jim Diamond will continue to decorate for the Party. PDP Mastriania advised she will help Jim Diamond with running that party. 
· They also need a sponsor for the January 2025 Hospitality Room.

· March of 2025 MCLA of PA Inc will be sponsoring the Hospitality room and Keystone HQ will be hosting the sandwiches for the luncheon with the help of the Auxiliary for salads and desserts. 

· They would like us to push for the Commercial Ads for the Convention Ad book. The Unit or Detachment that sells the ad received some remuneration. 

· Thanks to Susquehanna Valley for hosting the Hospitality Room at this Convention.

· No one advised the Commandant there would be a Devil Dog luncheon today (Friday) therefore a lot of food was left over.
· Tonight is the Pajama Party. Monetary donations and stuffed animals will go to the Children’s Hospital at Hershey. There will be beer, wine, soda, and water available.
· MCL SVC McCoy has announced she will be stepping down as DJ due to upcoming commitments.

· The Best Western Hotel is $93.00 a night and they have microwaves and refrigerators.

· They could not lock in the Hilton Hotel in Scranton for the 2025 June Convention so we will be coming back to Penn Harris. Date is TBD

· The League is talking about going to HelmsBriscoe for 2026. This is the Company that National uses to schedule their Conventions.

· Next Convention Committee meeting is October 18th at 2:00 PM.

· The dates for the upcoming Quarterly meetings are on the MCL website.

MODD Fleas:
· We had a fun time decorating the straw hats.

· We sold goody bags and thanked our Scratchy Flea.

· We raised $300. Donations in the amount of $100 each were given to Bethesda Mission, Miliary Pet Share, and the Department Scholarship Fund.

· Dues are due if you have not paid. Please see Scratchy Flea Twila.

· Madam Big Flea thanked SVP Dotty Sanning for helping us have fun. 
· The new Big Flea is PDP Karen Mastriania.

The Bible was closed for a 10 minute break. The Bible was reopened and the meeting reconvened. 

Nominations of Officers: 
Judge Advocate PDP Mastriania read the Officer’s qualifications and opened nomination for Officers:
· Department President: JA PDP Karen Mastriania nominated SVP Tammy Rivera. No other nominations were received. SVP Tammy Rivera accepted the nomination, Nominations were closed.

· Department Senior Vice President: Faith Hartman nominated PDP Karen Mastriania. No other nominations were received. PDP Karen Mastriania accepted the nomination. Nominations were closed.
· Department Junior Vice President: SVP Tammy Rivera nominated Faith Hartman. No other nominations were received. Faith Hartman accepted the nomination. Nominations were closed.
· Department Judge Advocate:  PNP Ruth Moyse nominated PDP Twila Gensel. No other nominations were received. PDP Twila Gensel accepted the nomination. Nominations were closed.
Election of District Vice Presidents. 

The members were instructed to break into District Caucuses for the Election of District Vice. 

Presidents.
Caucus results:

· Central District VP: Pam Beaver, Susquehanna Valley Unit

· Assistant Central DVP: PNEDVP Tracey Killinger, Landis-McCleaf Unit
· Southeast District VP: Sandra Krautheim, Upper Darby Unit 

· Assistant SE District VP: Joanne Bryan, All Divisions Unit 

· Northeast District VP: Jennifer Coolbaugh, Northeastern Unit
· Southwest District and Northwest will remain vacant.
A letter from Sandra Krautheim was read advising that she would accept the position of Southeast District VP if nominated.
Old/Unfinished Business:  

· A Motion was made by PNEDVP Syd Minchin to continue with Hybrid and Zoom meetings. Motion Seconded by PDP Teena Foster. Motion Carried.

· Webpage updates:  All information on the web page is current except for an updated District Vice Presidents and Unit Presidents list. Two (2) installation reports were received right before the Convention an updated list to include those dates will be added. The March revised and redacted meeting minutes will also be added. It was mentioned that for the MODDF webpage we could list the Flea officers so a list of those will need to be provided.
· PNP Moyse suggested we provide financial assistance to Bill Foster’s mother (Annette King) and brother (Brick Foster). National President Chamberlain made a motion to give $500.00. PNEDVP Tracey Killinger seconded the motion. There was no discussion, Motion Carried.
· It was discussed that we keep the BOOST for our Facebook page. PNP Moyse read the number of followers on our Facebook page. PNP Moyse advised that she would assist the new President with the Facebook page. MCL SVC McCoy is still an administrator on the Facebook Page. A motion was made by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger that we continue with the BOOST and pay the $300 for the next year. JVP Pam Beaver seconded motion. There being no discussion, Motion Carried. The timing of the payments to be up to the administrators discretion. 
Announcements: 
· Budget
· Remaining Reports

· National President remarks.
· Northeast Division President remarks.
· Meeting resumes at 9:00 AM  

The Bible was closed, and the meeting is to resume tomorrow at 9:00 AM.

Saturday June 22, 2024
The Meeting opened at 9:00 AM according to ritual.
Alison Hunt-Noger is coming at 11:30 AM to take any photographs that anyone wants.

Ways and Means Update:

One (1) coin was sold for $10.00. There was $1,234 collected at Convention for the Auxiliary raffle tickets. As of this morning there were 342 tickets remaining to be sold out of the 1600. 

Credential Report by Outer Guard / PDP Twila Gensel:


Delegates    26                     

Alternates     3


Members      1


Associates    0







Guest
         2




             Total
        32
Please note that even though our National President is our Convention Guest, she is a Delegate at the Convention. Our National SVP Dotty Sanning is a guest and Mrs. Carol Hastings is also registered as a guest. 

· There was $20 received at the registration table. $5 has been turned over to the Auxiliary Treasurer. One member registered at the convention and the $15 will need to go to the League. 
· PDP Gensel also noted that her successor will need to inventory the registration supplies as the badge holders are getting low. 
· Not all delegates attended the Convention, but all registered badges were picked up. It was explained that to have a voice on the floor you need to have members registered so that you can vote. 
PNP Moyse left to speak to the League and the gavel was given to SVP Rivera to continue with the meeting. 
Committee Reports:
Child Welfare – Report presented by SVP Tammy Rivera:  Six (6) Units reported activity. Certificates were presented to the following Units: All Divisions, General Smedley D. Butler, Lancaster County, Landis-McCleaf, Northeastern and Susquehanna Valley.

Girl Scout – Report presented by PDP Syd Minchin:  Only one unit reported activity. A certificate was presented to the Susquehanna Valley Unit.

Rehabilitation –Report presented by JA Karen Mastriania on behalf of PNP Ruth Moyse. Seven (7) Units reported activity. All Divisions, General Smedley D. Butler, Keystone HQ, Lancaster County, Landis-McCleaf, Northeastern and Susquehanna Valley.

Americanism—Report presented by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger on behalf of PDP Twila Gensel. Six (6) Units reported activity. All Divisions, General Smedley D. Butler, Landis-McCleaf, Lancaster County, Northeastern and Susquehanna Valley.
:
VAVS: Report presented by JA PDP Karen Mastriania. Four (4) Units reported activity. General Smedley D. Butler, Lancaster County, Northeastern, and Susquehanna Valley. 

History Book:  One Unit participated. A Certificate was presented to General Smedley D. Butler.

Americanism Book:  One Unit participated. A Certificate was presented to General Smedley D. Butler. 
Recruiter Report: Presented by National President Linda Chamberlain
There were a total of seventeen (17) new members recruited by eight (8) Auxiliary members from July 1, 2023 through May 31, 2024. 

The top three recruiters were:

· Third Place: Meghan Wheeler and Faith Hartman- Two (2) New Members

· Second Place: PDP Teena Foster- Three (3) New Members

· First Place: PDP Kathy Hoffman- Six (6) New Members

Additionally, one (1) new member was recruited by NP Linda Chamberlain, Darlee Lebo, PNP Ruth Moyse and Dona Elscheid.
PDP Gensel spoke on the Americanism Book and the items that General Smedley D Butler were able to locate to place in their book. She read one of the articles to the membership.

Vote on the budget:
The revised actuals for 2023-2024 will be presented at the October meeting since all totals for the Convention are not in yet. The only change in the proposed budget was a $600 reduction to the Dues Income resulting in all totals being reduced by $600 since the vote to increase the dues did not occur. A motion made by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger to accept the budget as presented. The motion was seconded by JVP Pam Beaver. Motion Carried.
Comments:

Convention Guest - National President Linda Chamberlain: 

· She has had fun during her term.
· National Convention numbers are down. 
· The Ad book numbers are down. 

· National Secretary Ramona Smith has put the new jewelry items on the order form. She also included a lantern as an added item. She only orders enough items to see if they will sell. She is particularly good at keeping a handle on the inventory.

· There will not be a new Golf Shirt this year. 

· Uniform blouses will be available at the Convention.

· Covers are still an issue, and we may need to look for another vendor. 

· Ramona is still working on the 50-year pin. The main issue is that we want the design to include the EGA. Another issue is that you need to order a larger quantity than we need. 

National SVP Sanning advised that she recently ordered 15 Regent pins and will give Ramona the name of the company that she used. PDP Twila Gensel has a 50-year pin and showed it to the members in attendance. The original 50-year pin was donated by PNP Lucille Fithian.

· Cookbooks are still available.

· Tickets for the Headquarters Project are still being sold. PNP Moyse has more tickets available to sell. The tickets were given to only the Division Vice Presidents, and they must return the unsold tickets or the money from the sale of the tickets at the National Convention.

· It was questioned if our Headquarters Project Fundraiser is accepted in California. The local Committee approved it and if a special license is needed, we were not told. 
National Senior Vice President:  Dotty Sanning

· Spoke on the expense of lanyards and badges. A lot of places have a box where you can request people to return these items so they can be reused. 
· She asked how many people have a dependent ID card. If you have any Unit members that have a dependent ID card, they can get glasses at the VA Optical Center. 
· There is still room on her roster if you want to work on a Committee.

· If anyone wants to be a National Flea have them sign up at Registration.

· She advised that keeping Zoom is important. Staying connected with your Units and members is necessary to keep the information flowing.

· It is important that you call the members that are not responding. Suggestion is to have a Potluck picnic in the park. A telephone tree is also a way to reach out to lost members. 

· She ended stating she would appreciate our support for National President.

National Northeast Vice President:  PNP Ruth Moyse
· National NEDVP PNP Moyse spoke on the Headquarters Project. She received more tickets from National and will have them available for sale.

· The winner will be drawn on August 16th which is the last day of the Convention.

· NE Division logo shirts. Jim Casella from Northeast Division found someone that makes iron on logos. National NEDVC Mike Waluk had a friend design the logo. It states, “We put our Heart into it.” They iron on and directions are provided on how to iron them on a shirt. Jim and Donna Casella donated them to the Division. The logos will be sold for $2.00 each. We can decide who will receive the money that is collected.
· NEDVP PNP Moyse and her assistant PDP Karen Mastriania saved the Department of NY from closing.
· She also spoke briefly on the Department of New Jersey and how they use Zoom for their meetings. 

· It was suggested that everyone:

1) Appoint someone to mentor every new member. Do not let them come in and sit alone.

2) Get one new member a year. 

· Next year the NE Division meeting will be held on April 5, 2025, in New Jersey. The date has not been finalized or the contract signed. 

Auditor Report:  Shirley Beaver

· The Audit Committee reported all was in order. All bills presented were approved for payment.
Guest Speaker--National NE Division Vice Commandant Mike Waluk
He thanked us for all our contributions and presented Certificates to National President Linda Chamberlain, NE Division Vice President PNP Ruth Moyse, The Marine Corps League of PA, Inc., Landis-McCleaf Unit, and the Keystone Headquarters Unit. 
The Bible was closed for a 15 minute break. The Bible was reopened and the meeting resumed. 
New Business: A letter was received from Central District Vice PDP Twila Gensel for reimbursement in the amount of $50.00 for expenses to conduct the Central District meeting on May 5, 2024. A motion to reimburse her for the $50.00 was made by PNEDVP Syd Minchin and seconded by JVP Pam Beaver. There being no discussion, Motion Carried.
Good of the Order:
· President Moyse presented Certificates of Appreciation to the following:
· Shirley Beaver- Auditor Chair

· Joanne Bryan- SE District VP

· Jennifer Coolbaugh:  Asst. NE District VP

· Faith Hartman: NE District VP, Captain of the Guard and Civics Chair

· Sandra Krautheim: Asst. SE District VP

Distinguished Service Awards presented to:

· PNEDVP Sydney Minchin:  Chaplain, Girl Scout Chair and Chapel of Four Chaplain Chair

· PNEDVP Tracey Killinger: Department Jr, Past President, Auditor, Historian and Chapel of Four Chaplains Asst.
· PDP Twila Gensel: Central DVP, Outer Guard and Americanism Chair

· PDP Teena Foster: Department Secretary and Webmaster

· PDP Karen Mastriania: Judge Advocate, Scholarship Committee Liaison and VAVS Chair
· JVP Pam Beaver: Junior Vice President and Awards Chair

· SVP Tammy Rivera:  Senior Vice President and Child Welfare Chair
· Gift to the National Senior Vice President Dotty Sanning

· Distinguished Service Award presented to: National President Linda Chamberlain for being Department Treasurer while holding her National office.

· Department Presidents Citations were presented to All Divisions Unit, General Smedley D. Butler Unit, Landis-McCleaf Unit, Northeastern Unit, and the Upper Darby Unit. 

· A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Elizabeth (Libby) Knapp for working on the Lunch Committee
Slate of 2024-2025 Officers:
The Slate of Officers for 2024-2025 was read by President Moyse. A Motion for the secretary to cast one unanimous ballot was made by PDP Twila Gensel, Seconded by PNEDVP Tracey Killinger. The Department Secretary cast one unanimous vote for the MCLA of Pennsylvania’s Slate of Officers for 2024-2025. 
Installation of Officers

Installing Officer – National President Linda Chamberlain; Installing Guard – PNP Ruth Moyse; Installing Chaplain – National SVP Dotty Sanning. The Installing Guard escorted the Installing Officer to the podium. The Installation was conducted according to ritual. 

President – Tammy Rivera



Sr. Vice Pres – PDP Karen Mastriania

Jr. Vice Pres. – Faith Hartman

Judge Advocate – PDP Twila Gensel

Southeast District VP – Sandra Krautheim

Assistant Southeast DVP – Joanne Bryan

Central District VP – Pam Beaver 


Assistant Central DVP – PNEDVP Tracey Killinger

Northeast DVP – Jennifer Coolbaugh
The following members will fill the positions of:


Secretary/Treasurer – National President Linda Chamberlain


Captain of the Guard – Jennifer Coolbaugh

Chaplain – PDP Syd Minchin


Auditors:
Shirley Beaver




PDP Tracey Killinger




PNP Ruth Moyse
The Bible was closed, and the Meeting ended at 11:20 AM to reconvene at the call of the Chair. The next meeting is scheduled for 0900 on October 19, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,
Teena M. Foster
PDP Teena M. Foster, Secretary 
MCLA of PA, Inc.
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