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Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc.

                                Department Of Pennsylvania

October 18, 2025 MCLA Department Membership Meeting: 

The meeting was called to order at 9:50 AM by President Tammy Rivera according to ritual. Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag. 
Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP PDP Karen Mastriania

Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Faith Hartman
Introductions of Guests in Attendance:

Past National President – PNP Linda Chamberlain

Past Northeast Division Vice President – PNP Ruth Moyse

Northeast Division Vice President – PDP Karen Mastriania
Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PNEDVP PDP Tracey Killinger, PNEDVP PNP Ruth Moyse, PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin, PNP Linda Chamberlain, PDP Teena Foster, NEDVP PDP Karen Mastriania 
Replacement Officers/Chairs:
Patricia Gilbert for Captain of the Guard Jennifer Coolbaugh

PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin for Northeast District Vice Jennifer Coolbaugh

Roll Call of Officers, and Units:

Roll call was taken. 
Reading of the June 2025 Convention Meeting Minutes: 
The minutes of the 2025 Department Convention were not read as they were emailed out to everyone. President Rivera asked if there were any omissions., corrections or additions. PNEDVP PDP Killinger noted the dash was missing between Landis and McCleaf on page six (6) under Credential Report, The Member added ……  There being no additional omissions or corrections, or additions the noted correction will be made and sent with the 2026 Convention Call to Meeting for approval by the members present at the June 2026 Convention.
MCL Commandant Victoria McCoy:
Commandant McCoy thanked us for our support of Align Pregnancy Boutique in Lebanon County and explained their program. Commandant McCoy then spoke on the June 2026 Convention at the Kalahari Resort. The resort will do their best to keep us in one wing and close to our meeting area. Check in will be via a private kiosk. The resort is completely cashless therefore purchases will be charged to your room or can be via a debit card or prepaid credit card. The League is holding a raffle for a 2-night stay and a gift card. The winning ticket will be drawn on May 10, 2026. The winner has the option of passing his/her prize on to someone else who can use the room nights. Commandant McCoy is the only one selling the raffle tickets.
All new officers are in place, and they are adjusting to their positions.

Proceeds from the Pink Party held on Friday, October 16th in honor of TaTa Rebels totaled $600. Commandant McCoy will let President Rivera and SVP PDP Mastriaia when they are doing this so they can attend. 

Officers Reports (written or oral): 
President Rivera read her report. Following her report, SVP NEDV PDP Mastriania made a motion to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow and that were submitted into record. The motion was seconded by PNEDVP PNP Ruth Moyse. The Motion PASSED. 
Central District Vice Pam Beaver stated she had no activity to report, there was no report submitted for the Northeast District.
Unit Reports:
Unit reports were received from:

All Divisions

General Smedley D. Butler

Keystone Headquarters

Lancaster County

Landis-McCleaf

Northeastern

Susquehanna Valley 
Upper Darby 
President Rivera asked if anyone wished to highlight anything from their Unit Report. PNP Moyse, Keystone Headquarters Unit highlight a lesson learned from the past National Convention regarding voting – If the league has adjourned, one of our female Marines needs to be available to retrieve the unit’s badges to vote the unit strength. 
Bills Presented:  
There was one bill presented by the Department Treasurer for reimbursement for postage to mail transmittals to National Headquarters. 
Chaplains Report: PDP Teena Foster
The Chaplain’s report for the period July 2025 through September 2025 was emailed. There was one (1) prayer request, five (5) sympathy cards sent and five (5) get well cards were sent.

Members Sick or in Distress:

· PNP Gensel reported Susquehanna Valley member Amber Weidenhamer recently had hernia surgery.
· PNP Chamberlain reported All Division Unit member and Southeast District Vice Joanne Bryan will be having hernia surgery on October 29th.

· PNP Mastriania reported she will be having more surgery at the end of November or the beginning of December.
· PDP Killinger read a note from Paul and Carol Hastings thanking us for our cards and good wishes.
· PNP Chamberlain reported National Secretary Ramona Smith will be having another surgical procedure.
PNP Moyse requested a Thinking of Card be sent to Carol and Neil Corley.
Treasurers Report –PNP Linda Chamberlain:
The report for the period July 1, through October 14, 2025, was presented. The Morgan Stanley report as of September 30, 2025, was read. 
Treasurer PNP Chamberlain also gave the FY25 year-end report. There being no questions, the report will be filed.

Communications:  
Secretary PNP Chamberlain read:

· Thank you letter from Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors President Helen Sajar, for our donation made following the Department Convention.
· Note of appreciation from Lynette Chambers for our generosity to our Soldiers & Sailors Home Veterans.
Committee Reports:
Scholarship Liaison: NEDVP SVP PDP Kren Mastriania 
All fifty-four (54) applications were approved. The last requirement a student must complete prior to receiving their scholarship check is to provide a verification of enrollment letter. Verification letters have been received from twenty-five (25) students their names have been forwarded to the MCL Foundation treasurer to process their check in the amount of $500. These checks will be issued in October. Letters will be sent to the remaining students reminding them their verification letter is due prior to the December 21, 2025 deadline or they will forfeit their scholarship. The 2026 Scholarship Applications will be on the League’s website February 1, 2026.

Scholarship Donations: PNEDVP Jr Past President PNP Ruth Moyse
Total Scholarship donations from July 1, 2025, October 15, 2025, totaled $100.00. Donations were received in memory of Marine Charles Chamberlain and in honor of the Installation Team for General Smedley D, Butler Unit Officers and in honor of President Evelyn Brimble and Officers of the General Smedley D, Butler Unit. 
Membership/Unit Strength Report: NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania

As of October 12, 2025 we have 262 members. Two (2) Units have not submitted transmittals. 
Bond forms have been received from all units who have submitted their transmittals. 
Regular Members


93




New Regular Members                   4 

Associate Members

 33
New Associate Members
  
   1
Life Members
  
           120
New Life Members

   5   

Associate Life Members
               6
New Associate Life 
 
   0
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
            262
Ways and Means: JVP Faith Hartman
There are still fifty-eight (58) coins, thirty-three (33) draw string bags and forty-seven (47) insulated grocery bags for sale. Department raffle tickets (1500) have been printed and are available for units to take with them at today’s meeting. JVP Hartman asked if anyone had any fundraiser suggestions. PNEDVP PNP Moyse suggested we sell the items we currently have prior to looking for new fundraisers. PDP Foster suggested when we do consider new fund-raising suggestions, we look at the car sunshades.
Chapel of Four Chaplains: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin
PNEDVP PDP Minchin report. 
Girl Scouts: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin

PNEDVP PDP Minchin reported since she has been unable to reach anyone at the Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA office she is going to drive to the office to see if she can speak with someone. 
Convention Committee: Committee Chair NEDVP SVP Karen Mastriania
2026 Department Convention – June 17-21

· Northeast Detachment will be supplementing the Hospitality Room. Fundraisers are being held to help offset some of the hospitality room costs since no outside food or drink are permitted in the common areas a cash bar will be available for Thursday evening. A Safari Theme has been chosen for Thursday evening. 
· There is still a question regarding the lunches for the two (2) days. 
· The Friday night banquet is on hold for now, if we provide the chief with a budget, he will develop a menu to fit our budget. The Convention Chair has asked for a sample menu, so we have an idea of what might be served. Banquet ticket prices will remain $60 prior to the start of the convention and $75 at the door. 
· Rooms can be booked for two (2) days prior to the start of the convention and stays can be extended for (2) days following the close of the convention at the convention room rate. Room rates are $199/night for a single (up to 5 people), additional people are $50/night, $299/night for a two (3) bedroom suite. The resort fee of $44.49 will be waived. The cutoff date to book a room is May 18, 2026. The date to begin booking rooms has not been made available as of now. Breakfast is not included in the room rate. If we were to include breakfast, we will need about $8,000.00. Jim Casella is looking to see if grants would be available to help with the cost of breakfast. 
Quarterly Lunches

· October 2025 – Beef BBQ and Hot Dogs
· January 2026 – Chili Cook off, with sides of rice and beans and honey corn bread.
· March 2026 – MCLA Keystone Headquarters Unit will provide the lunch (croissant sandwiches) with the auxiliary members attending providing salads and dessert.
Quarterly Hospitality Rooms

· October 2025 – Pink Party, total donations for TaTa Rebels would be $610.
· January – Sponsored by Keystone Headquarters Detachment
· March – MCLA (PNP Chamberlain suggested we discuss what the Auxiliary will be providing in the hospitality room)
Lunch Committee Raffles

· Fall, 2025 – Roadside Emergency Kit – proceeds going towards costs for the convention at Kalahari.
· Winter, 2026 – Open for ideas/suggestions
· Spring. 2026 – A bench was suggested however this may be better for the convention.
Quarterly Meetings
· Will still be at the Best Western, Grantville. 
Northeast Division Meeting
· May 15-16, 2026 in Wilkes Barre.
2027 Convention 

· Looking into facilities in Lancaster County.
Convention Chair NEDVP SVP Mastriania reported there are still two remaining issues with the Penn Harris from the June 2025 Convention. The Convention Chair requested in the future if you have a problem with one of the hotels to contact her so she can assist with fixing the issues.
The Bible was closed, and the meeting recessed for lunch at 11:30 AM. The Bible was reopened, and the meeting resumed at 1:00 PM

MODDF: Scratchy Flea Twila Gensel & Madam Big Flea Faith Hartman: 
Scratchy Flea Gensel reported she has given out the Flea Membership cards and will mail the remainder. 
Madam Big Flea Hartman – the theme for the convention scratch is Disc Golf.
Auditor’s Report: PNEDVP PDP Tracey Killinger
Everything was fine and the one (1) bill was approved for payment.

Old/Unfinished Business:  

· January Meeting: President Rivera stated the January meeting would be held via Zoom. She, NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania, JVP Hartman and Chaplain PDP Foster will be joining the meeting from Headquarters.
· Fundraising: Current inventory will be exhausted prior to purchasing new items, however if you come across something that might be of interest, please let JVP Hartman know.
· Web Page: Webmaster PDP Foster is still waiting for a picture of the new officers to replace the one currently on the site. All documents are current. Scratchy Flea will provide the webmaster with a current roster.
· Zoom Capabilities: Subscription renewed in June, no issues logging on or with the connection today.
New Business: 
· Soldiers and Sailors Home Wish List: The list was received from Lynette Chambers. Secretary PNP Chamberlain reviewed the list and compared it to last year’s and noted there are several new names and some names from last year that are missing. The list was reviewed, and all veterans have been adopted. The Secretary will update the list and will email out. Lynette did not give President Rivera a date for gifts, therefore we will be using the December 1st date from last year.
· Department Bylaws:  President Rivera has appointed PNP Moyse as the Department’s Bylaws and Administrative Procedures Chair to review our current bylaws to ensure we are in compliance with the National Bylaws. PNP Moyse will be scheduling a zoom meeting sometime in the future with the PDP’s as members of her committee. 
Good of the Order:
Past National President: Linda Chamberlain

· The last two of the first group of transmittals were turned in this weekend. There are still unpaid members from every unit. Remember all transmittals must be to National Headquarters by November 15th to be included in the December 31st membership count for midwinter.

· Do not forget when you file your 990 to go back in and print off the filing acceptance. Be sure to email or mail the Department Treasurer a copy of the filing acceptance confirmation so she can send it to National Headquarters and the EIN & Inc Compliances Chair. 

· Department of State filing. We all should have filed our Annual Department of State filing by June 30th. Several units have not done their DOS filing as of today’s meeting. If anyone needs the instructions for filing, please reach out to Secretary/Treasurer PNP Chamberlain. Prior to this year you only needed to send the annual report when you changed officers.
· Midwinter will still be in Arlington, VA this year. The Convention Committee made a site visit to North Carolina to look at a facility for the 2027 Midwinter. Although the facility was nice, the committee unanimously voted it would not meet our meeting space needs. The committee will be looking at other sites for the 2027 Midwinter Conference. 
· The National Convention Committee has moved the final facility site visit for the National Convention to January, tentatively from the 19th to 21st. Their reasoning is to have all pertinent information regarding the hotel, meeting space, etc. available for the Midwinter Conference.

· The proceedings are a little late being sent out as there was a formatting issue. They are now back with the Convention Secretary for reformatting.
· Ramona will be working on Life Member checks, she is anticipating mailing them in October. Remember you have 90 days within which to deposit the check. Checks will not be sent to any unit who does not have a current Installation of Officers Report on file at Headquarters.

Judge Advocate: PDP Twila Gensel

As a member of the National Forms Committee PDP Gensel brought to everyone’s attention the updated Bond Form, which now has a check box to indicate an amended form. If someone on the bond form (you submitted with your first transmittal) resigns you need to complete and email or mail an amended form to the Department Treasurer and to National Headquarters. This also holds true for your Installation of Officers Report, if someone listed on the report resigns an amended report, with only the name of the new person for that position, needs to be emailed or sent to the Department Treasurer and National Headquarters. PNEDVP PNP Moyse and PDP Gensel both pointed out if there happened to be a claim filed and that person’s name was not on the bond form it could cause significant problems.
Northeast Division Vice President:  PDP Karen Mastriania
· Submitted her article for the November Newsletter
· Her goal as Northeast Division Vice is to focus on New York by trying to establish another unit so they can get the Department of New York back up and running by the time they hold their 2026 Department Convention.

· The Northeast Division Conference in 2026 will be held May 15th & 16th at the Holiday in Wilkes Barre – East Mountain in Wilkes Barre, PA. Additional information to follow. NEDVP PDP Mastriania needs both a Chaplain and Secretary for the Conference.

· Thanked everyone for their faith in her to lead the Division.

Past Northeast Division Vice President:  PNP Ruth Moyse:

 Certificates of Appreciation from the 2025 National Convention were presented to:

· The Department of Pennsylvania  

· Civics 3rd Place Total Value 

· Civics 1st Place Tota Volunteers

· Child Welfare 1st Place Total Value

· Child Welfare 3rd Place Total Hours

· Susquehanna Valley Unit
· Child Welfare 2nd Place Total Hours

· Child Welfare 2nd Place Volunteers 

· Landis-McCleaf Unit
· Child Welfare 3rd Place Total Value

· Coal Cracker Unit 

· 100% Membership

· Northeastern Unit

· 104.55% Membership

· National President’s Award 

· Teena Foster

· Twila Gensel

· Karen Mastriania

· Sydney Minchin

· Tammy Rivera

· PNP Linda Chamberlain

· Recruiter Award - A Recruiter Ribbon and or Star were presented to:

· Tracey Killinger – 1 star

· Teena Foster – 2 stars

· Linda Chamberlain – ribbon
· Faith Hartman – ribbon and 1 star

· Karen Mastriania – 2 stars

There has been a change regarding when you receive a recruiter’s ribbon or star. Previously you needed to recruit five (5) new member in a year to receive a recruiter ribbon and an additional five (5)  new members in a year to receive a star for your ribbon,  Going forward recruitment of members will be cumulative, therefore once you have recruited five (5) new members you will receive a recruiter ribbon and the a star for each additional five (5) new members you recruit.  

Good of the Order:

PDP Gensel asked if Judy Wonderly had run the Marine Corps Marathon yet. PNP Chamberlain said the race was the end of the month and as soon as she heard anything she would let everyone know.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM to reopen again via Zoom on January 17, 2026.
Respectfully submitted,
PNP Linda S Chamberlain

PNP Linda S. Chamberlain, Secretary/Treasurer 
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