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Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc.

                                Department Of Pennsylvania

January 17, 2026 MCLA Department Membership Meeting: 

The Zoom meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by President Tammy Rivera according to ritual. Americanism Chair PDP Twila Gensel led the group in the salute to the flag. 
Purpose of the MCLA – read by SVP PDP Karen Mastriania

Eligibility of the MCLA – read by JVP Faith Hartman
Introductions of Guests in Attendance:

Past National President – PNP Linda Chamberlain

Past Northeast Division Vice President – PNP Ruth Moyse

Northeast Division Vice President – PDP Karen Mastriania
Past Department Presidents (PDP) in attendance were recognized:
PDP Twila Gensel, PNEDVP PDP Tracey Killinger, PNEDVP PNP Ruth Moyse, PNP Linda Chamberlain, PDP Teena Foster, NEDVP PDP Karen Mastriania 
Roll Call of Officers, and Units:

Roll call was taken. 
Reading of the October 2025 Minutes: 

The minutes of the 2025 October meeting were not read as they were emailed out to everyone. President Rivera asked if there were any omissions., corrections or additions. Secretary PNP Chamberlain noted she was aware of two (2) typos on page two which have been corrected. There being no additional omissions or corrections, or additions a motion was made by JVP Hartman and seconded by PNEDVP PDP Killinger to accept the minutes as corrected, there being no discussion The Motion PASSED.

Officers Reports (written or oral): 

President Rivera read her report. Following her report, SVP NEDV PDP Mastriania made a motion to receive the President’s report and all reports that follow and that were submitted into record. The motion was seconded by PDP Foster. The Motion PASSED. 
Unit Reports:
Unit reports were received from:

All Divisions

General Smedley D. Butler

Keystone Headquarters

Lancaster County – verbal report given
Landis-McCleaf

Northeastern

Susquehanna Valley 
Upper Darby 
Bills Presented:  

None.

Treasurers Report –PNP Linda Chamberlain:

The report for the period October 15, 2025 through January 23, 2026, was read. The Morgan Stanley report as of December 31, 2025, was read. 

Chaplains Report: PDP Teena Foster
The Chaplain’s report for the period October 2025 through December 2025 was emailed. There were three (3) prayer requests, four (4) sympathy cards, two (2) get well cards, three (3) thinking of you cards, and one (1) birthday card were sent.

Members Sick or in Distress:

· PNP Moyse requested a Thinking of Card be sent to Carol and Neil Corley 

· JVP Hartman, Northeastern member Bridgit Erb will be having knee replacement surgery in February. 
· PDP Killinger read a text from PNC Paul Hastings giving us an update on his recent cataract surgery. He thanked us for all of our cards and prayers and hopes to be able to attend the Midwinter Conference.
· PNP Ruth Moyse thanked everyone for the card following her recent foot surgery
· Pam Beaver thanked everyone for the cards for her parents, Dean & Shirley Beaver.
Communications:  

Secretary PNP Chamberlain read:

· Thank you letter from Military Pet Share for our donation

· President Rivera read a note from Leigh Ann Corbett thanking us for our cards on the death of her husband CDD Jeff Jones.
Committee Reports: Assistant Scholarship Committee Chair: PNP Linda Chamberlain

Following the June 2025 convention the 54 scholarship recipients received email notification of their award in the amount of $500, and their names were posted on the MCL web site. As of October 30, 2025, 36 (66%) Letters of “Verification of Enrollment” had been received and as of December 25, 2025 a total of 46 (85%) completed the Requirements for their scholarship and all checks were issued. Eight (8) (14%) applicants forfeited their scholarship by not sending the required “Verification of Enrollment” after three (3) email notifications being sent to both the student and sponsor.
The 2026 Scholarship program will begin February 1, 2026 with new application being available on the Department website.

Scholarship Liaison: NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania 

Noted she was no longer the MCLA representative on the committee and the position was vacant at this time. It was the consensus she should remain the MCLA Liaison. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania will speak with Commandant McCoy and advise her she is to continue as the MCLA representative on the committee.
MCL Commandant Victoria McCoy:

Commandant McCoy reminded everyone of the upcoming Midwinter Conference and the Northeast Division Conference, information on both can be found on the MCL website. Commandant McCoy also spoke on the Department Convention at the Kalahari Resort in June. There are still raffle tickets available for two free nights and a $100 prepaid gift card. See Commandant McCoy if you are interested in purchasing a ticket. The winner of today’s Chili Cookoff will be posted on the website.
Committee Reports (Continued)
Scholarship Donations: PNEDVP Jr Past President PNP Ruth Moyse
Total Scholarship donations from October 18, 2025 to January 13, 2025, totaled $165.00. Donations were received in memory of Marine Charles Chamberlain, Marine Robert E. Gilbert, and PDP Patricia Engel and in honor of Robin Sheeran, Associate Member of the General Smedley D. Butler Unit. 

Membership/Unit Strength Report: NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
As of January 13, 2026 we have 379 members. 
Regular Members

129




New Regular Members                          8

Regular Associate Members           
  41
New Regular Associate Members          1
Life Members
187
New Life Members
                          7   

Associate Life Members
               6
New Associate Life 
     0
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
 379
Ways and Means: JVP Faith Hartman
There are still fifty-eight (58) coins, thirty-three (33) draw string bags and forty-seven (47) insulated grocery bags for sale. Department raffle tickets are available, see JVP Hartman if you need additional tickets. JVP Hartman is still looking for ideas for items once our current inventory is depleted.
Chapel of Four Chaplains: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin
No report. 
Girl Scouts: PNEDVP PDP Syd Minchin

No report. 
Convention Committee: Committee Chair NEDVP SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
March Quarterly Meeting – March 13 & 14, 2026

· Lunch – Keystone Headquarters Unit will supply the croissant sandwiches and the MCLA members in attendance will supply the sides and dessert

· Hospitality Room – Will be sponsored by the MCLA Department of PA. It will once again be a St. Patty’s Day theme. A zoom meeting will be scheduled with members of the convention committee and MCLA Officers to discuss the food and snacks for the hospitality room.
· League’s raffle at the spring meeting will be for a patio set.

2026-2027 Quarterly Meeting Lodging:

· Awaiting confirmation from the Best Western if the room rate will remain the same and whether the meeting dates are available. Once confirmation is received the information will be shared/published.

2027 Department Convention:

· Looking for Detachments, Districts or MCLA Units to Host the Convention in their area or to host or assist with the Hospitality Room and lunches.
2026 Department Convention – June 17-21

· Room Rates: Include four (4) water park passes, resort fee of $44.99/night has been waived. The room reservation link is now live; all reservations must be made through the MCL Department link (https://pamcleague.com). Cutoff date to book a room is May 18, 2026.


· 4 in a room $199/night +Tax –Each additional person in the room is $50/night +tax 

· 2-bedroom suite $299+tax /night

· 3-bedroom family suite $599+tax /night

· 3-bedroom penthouse suite $799+tax /night

· 5-bedroom suite Is $1,250+tax /night 

· The current tax rate is 9%

· Rooms can be booked for two (2) days prior to the start of the convention and stays can be extended for (2) days following the close of the convention at the convention room rate. 
· The ad book forms will all be released at the same time. Three new categories are being added to the Commercial Advertising Contract, they are Bronze Sponsor $500, Silver Sponsor $1000, and Gold Sponsor $2500. A Bronze, Silver or Gold Sponsor will be able to set up a table, request to speak at the meeting and receive a Certificate.
· The Hospitality Room, Lunches and the Banquet are still being worked on, Convention Chair NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania and Commandant McCoy will be making a visit to the Kalahari to review the banquet menu. 
· Since the Convention is being held in Monroe County, we will need to obtain a small games of chance license to hold our raffles. The League will be looking for a sponsor (someone who lives in Monroe County). The Auxiliary will need to be included in the League’s license. If they cannot find someone in Monroe County we will need to rethink our raffle. PDP Gensel asked if there was not an MCL Detachment in Monroe County, JVP Hartman said there was however they closed about four (4) years ago. JVP Hartman also noted there are two members of the Northeastern Detachment who live in Monroe County and they will be reaching out to them to see if they would be willing to be the sponsor. JVP Hartman added that the drawing for our raffle could be held at the Northeastern Detachment Home which is about a half hour from the Kalahari Resort. This will be discussed again at March meeting when additional information is available.
· President Rivera announced that she has asked PNP Chamberlain to be the Auxiliary’s convention guest and she has accepted.

Webmaster Report: PDP Foster
Report sent out, still awaiting the redacted June 2025 Convention minutes. The Secretary will send them to the Webmaster with the redacted October meeting minutes.

MODDF: Madam Big Flea Faith Hartman: 
Madam Big Flea Hartman reiterated her theme is Disc (Frisbee) Golf. Snack bags cannot be sold to make money for the Fleas. PNP Moyse suggested Madam Big Flea send a letter to each Unit explaining the situation we are in this year and requesting the unit make a donation, and those fleas in attendance can also make a donation at the scratch. 
Old/Unfinished Business:  

· Plaque for the Hastings family for supplying the lunches for the March Meetings. This was discussed previously. PDP Foster stated she remembered the conversation and someone was to investigate the price of the plaque. President Rivera would like to be able to do this at the March meeting. PDP Foster suggested a few people be tasked with researching plaque, the price and the verbiage. President Rivera asked for volunteers, Pam Beaver said she has purchased plaques, in the past, from the Purple Heart Store for the Toys for Tots campaign she runs. You can go on their site, choose the plaque and they will engrave with your verbiage. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania said she has also used the Purple Heart Store. President Rivera asked what we wanted the plaque to say. Several suggestions were made regarding the verbiage for the plaque. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania volunteered to research the purchase of the plaque. JVP Hartman made a motion to have NEDVP PDP Mastriania purchase 
a plaque from the Purple Heart Store not to exceed $100 PDP Foster seconded the motion, there being no discussion the MOTION PASSED. The next item discussed was the design and verbiage for the plaque. Following discussion, the plaque will have the MCLA Logo and will read “Hastings Family in recognition for your continuous generosity and outstanding service” with March, 2026 at the bottom. A motion was made by PNEDVP PDP Killinger and seconded by PNEDVP PNP Moyse to have the agreed upon verbiage with the MCLA logo and date engraved on the plaque. There being no discussion the MOTION PASSED. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania will forward to Secretary PNP Chamberlain the sample of the plaque, once received from the vendor, so she can email to the Board and PDP’s for their review prior to purchase.
· Zoom Capabilities: President Rivera asked if we wanted to continue with Zoom for the next year. Secretary PNP Chamberlain indicated our current subscription will expire in June. The topic will be added to the March agenda at which time we will vote on whether to renew our subscription in June. 
· PDP Gensel asked on behalf of Lunch Committee member Libby Knapp what are our plans/menu for the March Hospitality Room and the sides for Saturday. PNP Chamberlain noted that if the Dogs are going to be having food during their growl, we need to look at the quantity of food we have for the hospitality room. JVP Hartman said the Dogs will be having food. A separate Zoom will be scheduled for NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania, President Rivera, PNP Moyse, JVP Hartman, PDP Gensel, Libby Knapp, PDP Foster and PNP Chamberlain will meet to discuss the food for the hospitality room. A sign-up sheet will be sent out for the lunch sides and dessert. The Zoom to discuss the Hospitality Room will be scheduled for Sunday, February 1st at 7 PM.
New Business: 
· President Rivera brought not everyone’s attention that her email has been hacked. This has happened several times. President Rivera stated the first thing you need to do when your receive an email from her is to look at the email address hers is elr1985@yahoo.com all of the emails are coming from other addresses than her yahoo account.  She never would be asking for a favor, gift cards, etc. President Rivera always signs her emails Tammy Rivera, Department of Pennsylvania, President. So there is no confusion in the future she will insert the key word “Semper Fidelis” at the beginning of her email, and the signature will be Tammy Rivera, Department of PA President.
Good of the Order:

Past National President: Linda Chamberlain

· Reminded everyone their Annual Report to the Department of State is due by June 30th. She noted she had received an email reminder from the Department of State regarding the MCLA Department’s Annual Report Filing. Many do this following their installation of officers. Also, 990 filing was due by November 15th. 
· Please remember to send the Department Secretary/Treasurer a copy of your acceptance of both.

· Ship Store, Ramona has found a new vendor for our covers. There will however be a price increase. Ramona will be ordering the most popular sizes to keep at headquarters to fill orders (and will replenish stock as necessary) so you will no longer have to wait 6 to 8 weeks for a cover. 
Northeast Division Vice President:  SVP PDP Karen Mastriania
· Information pertaining to the hotel, dates and tentative agenda will be forwarded to the Department Secretary to send out. Cut off date for making reservations at the Holiday Inn in Wilkes Barre, PA is April 14, 2026. As everyone knows Friday is when most people arrive with the meeting being held on Saturday. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriana said she still needs a Chaplain, PDP Foster said she would fill that position. NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania will pass that information onto NEVDP PDC Bob Ziltz. 
· NEDVP SVP PDP Mastriania apologized if she is letting anyone down as our NEDVP. When she accepted this position, she was unaware of the changes in her work status. 
There being no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM to reopen again on March January 17, 2026.
Respectfully submitted,

PNP Linda S Chamberlain

PNP Linda S. Chamberlain, Secretary/Treasurer 
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